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A Message from ACBVA Leadership
As we enter October, ACBVA finds itself moving forward through both change and opportunity.
The passing of our President, Doug Powell, has been deeply felt throughout our organization. Doug gave his time, leadership, and commitment to ACBVA, and his absence is felt not only within our leadership but among the many members who knew and worked alongside him. We continue to honor his service while carrying forward the work that mattered to him and to our organization.
Following Doug’s passing, the Board unanimously approved RoseAnn Ashby to serve as Acting President and Theresa Breeden to serve as Interim Vice President while continuing as Treasurer, both through the November elections. Our priority during this transition is to provide stability while keeping ACBVA moving forward.
And there is certainly a lot happening.
Our 2026 State Convention is just weeks away, November elections are approaching, our Technology and Training Fund is helping Virginians who are blind or have low vision, our advocacy work continues, and ACBVA members and volunteers are getting out into their communities and introducing more people to who we are and what we do.
But none of this happens because of one president, one board, or one committee. ACBVA works when our members are part of it.
Attend a meeting. Join a committee. Volunteer at an outreach event. Run for office. Share an idea. Welcome a new member. Come to Convention. Sometimes becoming more involved begins with something as simple as showing up.
As we prepare to gather in Fredericksburg in November, this is an important time for ACBVA. We will remember those who helped bring us here, make decisions about our future leadership, and continue building the kind of organization we want ACBVA to be.
The future really is ours—and each of us has a part in shaping what comes next.
RoseAnn Ashby, Acting President
Theresa Breeden, Interim Vice President & Treasurer
October at a Glance
Inside this month’s Monthly Magnifier:
• Remembering Doug Powell — Celebrating the Circles of His Life
• Convention 2026 — The Countdown Is On!
• ACBVA Elections — Your Opportunity to Lead
• White Cane Awareness Day — Let’s Show Up, ACBVA!
• Advocacy in Action — ACBVA Talks Accessible Transportation with Waymo
• Technology & Training Fund — Growing and Making an Impact
• ACBVA Out in the Community — Fall Family Festival
• Thank You to Our Convention Sponsors and Supporters
• Win a Laptop at Convention!
• Find Your Place in ACBVA
• October ACBVA Calendar
• Stay Connected with ACBVA
Remembering Doug Powell — Celebrating the Circles of His Life
The passing of Doug Powell left an empty chair at ACBVA, but his influence reaches far beyond any position he held.
Doug spent many years serving the blind and low vision community at the local, state, and national levels. He was an advocate, leader, mentor, colleague, friend, husband, father, and athlete.
Within ACB, Doug served in national leadership roles, worked on rehabilitation and accessibility issues, mentored developing leaders, and helped strengthen the blindness community. Here in Virginia, he was a dedicated advocate and served as President of ACB of Virginia and Alliance on Aging and Vision Loss.
But leadership was only one circle of Doug’s life.
Doug was also an accomplished blind athlete who participated in skiing, swimming, and triathlons. He showed through his own life that blindness does not have to limit adventure, challenge, independence, or achievement.
Those accomplishments tell us a great deal about what Doug did. They still do not completely tell us who Doug was.
That story belongs to the many people whose lives crossed his.
Celebrating the Circles of Doug’s Life
Doug’s family invites friends, colleagues, and members of the many communities he touched to come together for a Celebration of the Circles of Doug’s Life.
Saturday, October 31, 2026
10:00 AM–12:00 PM
1st Stage Theater
1524 Spring Hill Road, Suite LL
Tysons, VA 22102
Those attending in person will share breakfast and brunch—Doug’s favorite meal—while listening to some of his favorite music, viewing photographs, visiting with one another, and sharing memories.
A livestream will begin at 10:45 AM for those unable to attend in person, and a recording will be made available afterward.
People from the different circles of Doug’s life will share memories, followed by an open microphone for those in attendance. Those participating remotely will also have an opportunity to submit memories to be read during the celebration. Singing is welcome as well.
The goal is simple: fill the space with love and joy while honoring Doug’s life and his commitment to leaving the world a better place.
RSVP by October 12
Please RSVP as soon as possible and no later than October 12:
https://forms.gle/Abx23PiM2AeajQ138
Additional information about submitting photographs and written memories will be shared in early October.
Doug belonged to many circles throughout his life.
ACBVA was fortunate to be one of them.
We will miss his leadership, his friendship, his energy, and his presence—and we will carry forward the difference he made.
Convention 2026 — The Countdown Is On!
ACBVA Convention 2026 is almost here! Join us November 6–8 in Fredericksburg for a weekend of learning, connection, advocacy, technology, and fun.
This year’s theme, “The Future Is Ours! Shaping What’s Next,” will come to life through sessions and activities focused on issues that matter to people who are blind or have low vision.
What’s Ahead
Convention sessions will include topics such as:
· Accessible transportation
· Artificial intelligence
· Healthcare accessibility
· Adaptive sports
· Vision research
· There will also be plenty of time to connect and enjoy the weekend with:
· Exhibitors
· Silent auction
· Creative card-making
· Trivia and gaming
· Karaoke
Opportunities to reconnect with friends and meet new people
Saturday evening will feature our banquet and keynote presentation, “The Future Is Yours: Shaping What Happens Next,” presented by Elizabeth Oleksa.
Explore the Exhibit Hall
Our exhibit hall will feature businesses, organizations, and community partners offering technology, services, products, and resources for the blind and low vision community.
You’ll have the opportunity to ask questions, explore new products, and connect directly with exhibitors.
And don’t forget — Bronze Sponsor Computers for the Blind is donating a refurbished laptop to one convention attendee who needs a computer. If you are attending in person and would like to be entered into the drawing, let us know at the registration desk. You must be present to win.
Register for Convention
ACBVA Convention 2026
November 6–8, 2026
Holiday Inn & Conference Center
Fredericksburg, Virginia
In-Person Registration: $75
Includes Friday appetizers, Saturday lunch, and Saturday banquet dinner.
Virtual Registration: $25
Hotel rooms are $134 for two queen beds or $144 for one king bed, plus taxes and fees. Breakfast is included with your hotel stay.
Hotel Reservations:
Call 540-368-8000 and use group code ACB.
Convention Information:
https://acbva.org/convention-info-2026/
Convention Registration:
https://acbva.org/convention-registration-form/
Convention Agenda:
https://acbva.org/convention-agenda/
Questions or Assistance:
convention@acbva.org
Registration Drawing Update
$50 Reimbursement – Lisa Calhoun
ACBVA Tote-bag – Heather Held
Drink Tickets –
· Caroline Bennett
· Sally Cooney
· Tina Egge
· Doug Goist
· April Allen
Congratulations to our September Convention registration drawing winners!
Thank you to everyone who registered early and helped us with Convention planning.
If you have not registered yet, there is still one more chance to win. Everyone who registers by October 15 will automatically be entered into the October registration drawing.
This Is Your Convention
Convention is more than a weekend of meetings. It is a chance to learn from one another, discover new possibilities, strengthen friendships, and help shape what comes next for ACBVA.
We hope to see you in Fredericksburg!
ACBVA Elections — Your Opportunity to Lead
ACBVA elections are coming this November, and several important leadership positions will be decided during our Annual Business Meeting at the 2026 State Convention.
The following positions are up for election:
· President
· Vice President
· Secretary
· Treasurer
· Two Board of Director seats
Meet the Candidates
The official slate of candidates will be sent to members by October 8.
Then, on October 19, at 7pm ACBVA will hold a Candidate Forum, giving members an opportunity to hear from the candidates before voting in November.
More information about the forum, including the time and Zoom information, will be provided to members.
Interested in Running?
There is still an opportunity to get involved in ACBVA leadership.
Members interested in running for office may contact:
Donna Clark: catclover22@gmail.com
Marie Brinas: BlindMarie@icloud.com
Robin Hoerber: robinhoerber@verizon.net
Members may also choose to run from the floor during the election at Convention. If you would like to learn more about that process, contact Donna Clark at catclover22@gmail.com or RoseAnn Ashby at RoseAnn@acbva.org.
Leadership isn’t about having all the answers. It’s about being willing to participate, listen, share ideas, and help move ACBVA forward.
If you’ve been thinking about getting more involved, this may be your opportunity to take that next step.
White Cane Awareness Day — Let’s Show Up, ACBVA!
Saturday, October 17, 2026
Old Town Alexandria
ACBVA is joining organizations from across Northern Virginia’s blindness community for White Cane Awareness Day, and we want ACBVA members to have a strong presence!
The American Council of the Blind of Virginia, Blinded Veterans Association, Greater Alexandria Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia, National Industries for the Blind, Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington, and others are coming together to raise awareness about white canes, guide dogs, pedestrian safety, accessibility, and the independence of people who are blind or have low vision.
ACBVA Members — We Need You!
Bring your white cane or guide dog, invite your family and friends, and help us make our community visible in Old Town Alexandria.
1:00–2:00 PM — Lunch & Remarks
RedRocks Neapolitan Bistro
904 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
Purchase lunch or a drink and join us for remarks from Claire Stanley, ACB Director of Advocacy and Governmental Affairs.
2:00–4:00 PM — Community Outreach
Outside the Look Again Resale Shop
900 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
Help spread the word about white canes, guide dogs, pedestrian safety, and accessibility.
Throughout the afternoon, enjoy the shops along King Street while proudly showing the community what independence looks like.
For more information:
Sarah Radt: blondetravels@yahoo.com
RoseAnn Ashby: roseann@acbva.org
Let’s get ACBVA out there and make our presence known!
Advocacy in Action — ACBVA Talks Accessible Transportation with Waymo
Transportation continues to be one of the biggest barriers to independence for people who are blind or have low vision. In September, ACBVA took another step toward making sure our community has a voice in the future of transportation.
ACBVA hosted a meeting with representatives from Waymo, along with members of ACBVA and the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia, to learn more about autonomous vehicles, accessibility, and proposed Virginia legislation.
Waymo representatives Hannah Tuten, Public Affairs Manager, and Rich Harrington, Policy Advisor, discussed the company’s autonomous driving technology and its current work in our region.
Autonomous Vehicles Are Already in Northern Virginia
Waymo is currently conducting manual mapping and data collection in Arlington and Alexandria, while testing in Washington, D.C. has progressed to autonomous driving with a safety driver present.
For blind and low vision travelers, the conversation was especially focused on accessibility and the potential for autonomous vehicles to provide another independent transportation option.
Waymo discussed accessibility features including screen-reader compatibility, high-contrast displays, audio and haptic navigation cues, tools to help passengers locate their vehicle, descriptive audio information during rides, and accommodations for service animals and mobility equipment. Braille labels are also planned for Waymo’s newer Ojai vehicle model.
Wheelchair accessibility was also discussed. In several existing Waymo markets, wheelchair-accessible transportation is currently provided through contracted accessible vehicle providers. Waymo is also participating in research toward a universal wheelchair securement system that could eventually support more independent travel.
Virginia Legislation Is Coming Back
Virginia legislation addressing autonomous vehicles advanced through the Senate during the 2026 General Assembly session but stalled in the House.
Work is continuing.
A state autonomous vehicle working group is expected to submit its report to the General Assembly by November 1, and Delegate Glass is expected to lead development of new legislation for the 2027 session.
That gives disability organizations an important opportunity to make sure accessibility and independent transportation remain part of the conversation from the beginning.
ACBVA Plans to Stay Involved
ACBVA and NFB of Virginia discussed several ways our organizations can participate as the legislation develops, including providing testimony, submitting letters of support, meeting with legislators, and helping members communicate directly with their representatives.
Waymo has agreed to keep advocates informed as developments occur, with another check-in planned after the November 1 working group report.
We also discussed the possibility of bringing a Waymo vehicle to Northern Virginia for a future static demonstration, giving members an opportunity to explore the vehicle and learn more about how the technology works.
Autonomous vehicles will not solve every transportation challenge facing people who are blind or have low vision. But as this technology develops, our community needs to be at the table helping shape how accessibility, safety, and independence are addressed.
ACBVA intends to be part of that conversation.
Watch future issues of the Monthly Magnifier for updates as these efforts move forward. Or better yet join the committee when meets next on October 21!
For more information or to get involved with ACBVA advocacy, contact RoseAnn Ashby at roseann@acbva.org
Technology & Training Fund — Growing and Making an Impact
The ACBVA Technology and Training Fund continues to move from an idea into real assistance for blind and low vision Virginians.
We’re excited to share that the Fredericksburg Host Lions Club has awarded ACBVA a $500 grant to support the Technology and Training Fund. We are grateful for their investment in our mission and their support of greater independence through accessible technology and training.
Eight Applicants and Growing
Since opening the Fund, we have received eight applications for assistance:
1 applicant for Meta glasses
2 applicants for laptop computers, currently in process
5 applicants for technology training
These requests show exactly why this Fund was created. Sometimes independence means having access to the right piece of technology. Other times, it means having someone available to teach you how to use the technology you already have.
From providing equipment to connecting people with training and technical support, the Technology and Training Fund is working to help blind and low vision Virginians become more confident and independent with technology.
And we’re just getting started.
Learn more about the ACBVA Technology and Training Fund:
https://acbva.org/ttf-info/
Apply for Assistance:
https://acbva.org/ttf-customer/
Become a Trainer or Technical Support Provider:
https://acbva.org/ttf-train-support/
ACBVA Out in the Community — Fall Family Festival
ACBVA had a fantastic day of community outreach at the disAbility Resource Center’s Fall Family Festival at the Fredericksburg Fairgrounds!
More than 2,000 people attended the festival, giving us an incredible opportunity to introduce people to ACBVA, share information and resources, and talk about the programs and opportunities available to Virginians who are blind or have low vision.
But outreach is about much more than handing out information.
Throughout the day, we talked with new people, answered questions, and made valuable connections with other vendors and community organizations. These relationships can open doors to future partnerships, resources, referrals, and opportunities to reach even more people throughout Virginia.
And, of course, there was plenty of fun along the way—including some great food!
Thank You to Our Outreach Team!
Events like this only work when people are willing to give their time and show up for ACBVA.
A special thank you to ACBVA members RoseAnn Ashby, Theresa Breeden, Millie McRae, and Liana Ashby, along with community volunteers Emily Moody and Katrina Koetting, for spending the day representing ACBVA and helping make our outreach efforts a success.
Every conversation is an opportunity for someone new to discover ACBVA. Every connection helps strengthen our presence in the community.
Thank you to everyone who helped us get out there, meet people, and show our community what ACBVA is all about!
Thank You to Our Convention Sponsors and Supporters
We are proud to recognize our confirmed sponsors and supporters.
Platinum Sponsor
• Waymo
Gold Sponsors
• Larry Moye & Nancy Swanson
Silver Sponsors
• Drs. Jose & Stella Evangelista
• Uber
• Tina Egge
• Sally Cooney Anderson
• Chris & Jan Jennings
• Anonymous
Bronze Sponsors
• Access Virginia
• Vanda Pharmaceuticals
• The Optimal Service Group of Wells Fargo
• Fidelity Investments
• Computers for the Blind
Friends of ACBVA
• Robin Hoerber
• Scott Marshall
• Peter Brown
• Andrea Glosser
• Pamela Frick
• Mariane Herndon
• Loretta Lacort
• Anonymous
• Bob Ashby
• Majorie Barclay
Business & Community Partners
• Pleasants Hardware
• Park Lane Tavern
• Ristorante Renato
• Vispero
• The Blind Kitchen
• Braille Wear
We sincerely thank every sponsor and supporter helping make Convention 2026 possible. Their support strengthens opportunities for connection, learning, accessibility, advocacy, and community.
Meet Our Convention Exhibitors
Our Convention exhibitors give attendees an opportunity to explore products, services, technology, resources, and organizations serving the blind and low vision community.
We are pleased to recognize our confirmed exhibitors.
In-Person Exhibitors
• Ability2Access
• Uber
• Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired
• Breeden Inspirations
• 6 DOT Paws
• Virginia Voice
• disAbility Resource Center
• Advanced Vision
• Atlantic Low Vision
• Virginia School for the Deaf and the Blind
• National Industries for the Blind
• Patriot Vision
• April Branch Oils
• Integrated Technology Group
• Foundation Fighting Blindness
• Reston Lions Group
• Seeds of Light (Radio Station)
• JW.org
• Sportable
Virtual Exhibitors
• Glidance
• AGIGA
• Vanda Pharmaceuticals
• Visionary Solutions
• Envision America
• Waymo

We’re grateful to all of our exhibitors for being part of ACBVA Convention 2026 and look forward to giving attendees the opportunity to meet them, learn about their work, and discover new resources.
Win a Laptop at Convention!
Thanks to the generosity of Bronze Sponsor Computers for the Blind, one ACBVA Convention attendee will go home with a refurbished laptop computer valued at $250!
The laptop includes:
Windows 11 Pro
256GB SSD and 8GB RAM
Demo versions of JAWS, ZoomText, and Fusion
A one-year license to JAWS, ZoomText, or Fusion
One-year laptop warranty
Access to Computers for the Blind’s free JAWS training course
How to Enter
If you need a computer and are attending Convention in person, let us know at the registration desk and your name will be entered into the drawing.
You must be present at Convention to enter and win.
The winner will need to contact Computers for the Blind within 30 days to register the laptop and redeem the accessibility software and warranty.
A huge thank you to Computers for the Blind for helping put accessible technology into the hands of someone who needs it!
Find Your Place in ACBVA
ACBVA is strongest when our members do more than simply belong—when we show up, share ideas, volunteer, and get to know one another.
Getting involved doesn’t have to mean taking on a major leadership position. It can start with attending a committee meeting, helping at an outreach event, volunteering at Convention, sharing an idea, or simply joining a conversation.
Our committees include:
· Advocacy
· Membership & Outreach
· Convention Planning
· Program Planning
· Fundraising
· Communications
· Technology & Training Fund
Committees are also one of the best ways to meet other members and build friendships. You get to know people while working together on something that matters.
You don’t need special experience, and you don’t have to know everything before you begin. Bring your interests, your ideas, and a willingness to participate.
There is a place for you in ACBVA. Sometimes finding it just takes that first step.
Interested in getting involved? Contact RoseAnn Ashby at roseann@acbva.org.
October ACBVA Calendar
Mark your calendar and stay connected.
October 1 at 3:00 PM – ACBVA Membership Committee CANCELED
October 6 at 7pm ACBVA Hangout
Come connect, chat, laugh, and enjoy time with other members in a relaxed setting.
October 8 at 5pm Advocacy Sub Committee- Guide Dog Lawa
October 12 at 7 PM – Monthly Program
This month we will be focusing on the convention and all things transportation related to the convention and just generally answer any questions about what people can
expect.
October 13 at 3PM – Virtual Meet Up
Join members from across Virginia for connection and conversation.
October 15 at 7:30 PM – ACBVA Board Meeting
October 19 at 7pm Program Planning Committee CANCELED
October 19 at 7pm Candidate’s Forum
October 21 at 7pm - Advocacy Meeting
October 22 at 7pm - Book Club
October 26 at 4:30PM - Fundraising Committee Meeting
Help support the planning and development of ACBVA programs and activities.
Help develop ideas and opportunities to strengthen ACBVA’s fundraising efforts.
Stay Connected with ACBVA
Follow ACBVA online for updates, events, news, and accessible resources.
Stay connected with ACBVA online.
Facebook           YouTube
Have something you would like announced or featured in a future publication?
Contact Theresa at:
theresa@acbva.org
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