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A Message from ACBVA Leadership
September is here, and there is a lot happening across ACBVA.
Over the past month, we have seen what is possible when ideas turn into action. Our Technology and Training Fund is already helping blind and low vision Virginians access technology and training. Our Virginia Visionaries raised $575 through the Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk, with half of ACBVA’s proceeds going directly into the Technology and Training Fund. And after months of planning, our 2026 Convention agenda is taking shape, with an exciting weekend of learning, advocacy, technology, recreation, friendship, and fun ahead.
But what excites us most isn’t simply what ACBVA is doing. It’s what our members are making possible.
Every person who volunteers, attends a meeting, shares an idea, participates in advocacy, supports a fundraiser, joins a committee, or simply reaches out to another member helps strengthen this organization.
As we head into a busy fall, we encourage you to find your place in ACBVA. Try something new. Attend a committee meeting. Register for Convention. Apply to the Technology and Training Fund if you have a need—or share your skills as a trainer if you can help someone else.
There is room for you here, and your participation matters.
Together, we’re not simply talking about ACBVA’s future. We’re building it.
— ACBVA Leadership
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Convention 2026: The Weekend Is Taking Shape!
After months of planning, phone calls, emails, Zoom meetings, and more than a few moving pieces, ACBVA Convention 2026 is coming together—and we now have a full preliminary agenda!
From November 6–8, members and friends from across Virginia will gather in Fredericksburg for a weekend built around this year’s theme:
The Future Is Ours! Shaping What’s Next.
And this year, we’re putting that theme into action.
Learning, Exploring and Speaking Up
Friday evening begins with a leadership session led by Doug Powell and Kenneth Semien Sr., encouraging members to discover new possibilities for leadership and giving back.
Then it’s your turn to talk. During Building ACBVA Together: Your Voice Matters, RoseAnn Ashby and Theresa Breeden will invite members to share what’s working, what could be better, and what they want to see from ACBVA in the future.
Saturday brings a full day of programs covering issues that affect our lives today—and possibilities that could shape tomorrow.
Ron Brooks will take us across the Commonwealth to explore changing transportation options and accessible transportation advocacy. Rajiv Shah will bring artificial intelligence to life in an interactive workshop demonstrating how emerging AI tools can help tackle accessibility barriers and everyday challenges.
Kimberly Avila will lead an important conversation about equity and accessibility in healthcare, while a panel of blind and low vision athletes will introduce attendees to accessible sports and the people enjoying them.
We’ll also hear from Chad Jackson about the latest developments in vision research.
And for those ready to get creative, Laura Rae will lead a hands-on card-making breakout workshop.
There’s Plenty of Fun, Too
Convention isn’t supposed to feel like three straight days of meetings—and this one won’t.
We’re making room for water aerobics Saturday and Sunday morning, trivia and gaming, exhibits, a silent auction, time with friends, and Saturday night’s karaoke.
Our exhibit area will bring together businesses and organizations offering products, services, resources, technology, recreation, and information for the blind and low vision community.
Saturday evening brings everyone together for the banquet and our keynote presentation.
Elizabeth Oleksa will present The Future Is Yours: Shaping What Happens Next, sharing a personal journey of resilience and transformation and exploring how our choices, perspective, and mindset can help shape what comes next.
Sunday: Looking Ahead Together
Sunday morning continues with an invited presentation from Rick Mitchell, Commissioner of the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired, followed by ACBVA’s annual business meeting.
Then we’ll close the weekend—but hopefully take home new ideas, new friendships, and a renewed sense of what’s possible.
Don’t Just Read About It—Be There
The agenda is taking shape, the exhibitors are coming, and November is getting closer.
If you’ve been thinking about attending Convention 2026, now is the time to make your plans and register. Registering early also helps ACBVA prepare for meals, transportation needs, roommate matching, and other attendee needs.
ACBVA Convention 2026
November 6–8, 2026
Holiday Inn & Conference Center
Fredericksburg, Virginia
This isn’t just a weekend we’re planning for you.
It’s a weekend we’re building together—and we want you there.
Congratulations to Our August Winners!
Congratulations to our six August Convention registration drawing winners!
$50 Registration Reimbursement:
Patty Fletcher
Convention Drink Ticket Winners:
Michelle Duquette
Cindy Labon
Margie DeMars
Debbie D’Addario
Theresa Breeden
Thank you for registering early and helping us plan for Convention 2026!
Register in September for Another Chance to Win!
Haven’t registered for ACBVA Convention 2026 yet? September gives you seven chances to win!
Everyone who registers by September 30 will automatically be entered into the drawing for:
· 1 winner: $50 off convention registration
· 1 winner: ACBVA tote bag
· 5 winners: One convention drink ticket each
Seven winners in all!
Don’t wait—register by September 30 and you could be one of our lucky winners!
Register early, help us plan, and you could be our next winner!
Have you registered yet? https://acbva.org/convention-registration-form/
Technology and Training Fund: From Launch to Action
Just weeks after its official launch, the ACBVA Technology and Training Fund is already moving from an idea into something that is making a difference for blind and low vision Virginians.
The fund was created to help remove technology barriers by providing access to assistive technology, technology training, and technical support. And we’re excited to share that people are already stepping forward on both sides of that mission.
Our Trainers Are Stepping Up
One of the biggest needs when developing the fund was finding people willing to share their technology knowledge with others.
The response has been encouraging. Eight trainers have already applied to provide training and technical support.
These volunteers and providers are an important part of making the fund work. Technology is only useful when someone has the knowledge and confidence to use it effectively.
Technology Is Already Reaching People
The fund has also begun providing direct assistance.
One Virginian has received Meta smart glasses through the fund, providing access to technology that can assist with everyday tasks and greater independence.
Another applicant needs something different—not a new device, but training with Zoom and other applications.
And that is exactly why the fund was designed to provide both technology and training. Sometimes the barrier is not having the right equipment. Other times, the technology is already sitting in someone’s hands and they simply need someone to teach them how to make the most of it.
This Is Just the Beginning
Seven trainers. One set of Meta glasses. One person seeking technology training.
Those may sound like small numbers, but they represent something much bigger: the fund is working.
Applications are being received. Trainers are stepping forward. Resources are beginning to reach the people they were created to serve.
Now we want to keep that momentum going.
If you are blind or have low vision and live in Virginia, don’t assume the technology or training you need is out of reach. Apply and let us determine how the fund may be able to help.
And if you have technology skills and enjoy helping others learn, we still want to hear from you.
The ACBVA Technology and Training Fund was created to open doors. Those doors are now opening—and we’re just getting started.
Learn more about ACBVA Technology and training Fund at   https://acbva.org/ttf-info/
Virginia Visionaries Raise $575!
The Virginia Visionaries came through! Thanks to our members, friends, families, and supporters, ACBVA raised $575 through the 2026 Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk.
The funds will make a difference at both the national and state level:
· Half will support ACB National and its work on behalf of people who are blind or have low vision.
· Half will come back to ACBVA and be placed in our Technology and Training Fund, helping blind and low vision Virginians access assistive technology, training, and technical support.
A huge thank you to everyone who participated, donated, organized, and shared the fundraiser. You helped turn one fundraiser into support that reaches people both nationally and right here in Virginia.
$575 raised. One team. Two important missions. Way to go, Virginia Visionaries!
It’s not quite over with yet, hop over Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk to make a last-minute Donation. We only have until September 4th!
Meet ACBVA Member – Theresa Breeden
Finding My Place: Getting to Know Theresa Breeden
If you know me through ACBVA, you probably know me as the person talking about QuickBooks, convention plans, membership, fundraising, newsletters or whatever project I happen to have gotten myself into that particular week.
But there is a lot more to my story than committee meetings and spreadsheets.
Family, Creativity and Life Beyond ACBVA
Family is an important part of my life, and I am especially proud to be a grandmother to three teenagers—one grandson, age 16, and two granddaughters, ages 15 and 16.
I also love mixed-media art, crafting, designing journals and planners, learning new technology, and finding new things to challenge my mind.
That creative side grew into Breeden Inspirations, my small business where I create journals, planners, notebooks, notepads, bookmarks, and other products. Because of my own experience with low vision, accessibility is always part of my design process, including larger print, readable fonts, strong contrast, and products that are actually usable.
A Lifetime of Leadership and Problem-Solving
I earned a bachelor’s degree in Computer Information Systems and spent 23 years working for Walmart before retiring. All but about five of those years were spent in leadership roles.
That experience taught me how to organize, solve problems, identify what isn’t working, and look for better ways to do things.
Apparently, retirement didn’t cure me of any of that.
When My World Changed
For most of my life, I was fully sighted. That changed about seven years ago.
Today, I have low vision caused by Macular Telangiectasia Type 2, or MacTel Type 2. Although sometimes confused with macular degeneration because both affect central vision, they are different diseases. MacTel Type 2 is a rare retinal condition that gradually damages central vision.
Going from being fully sighted to living with low vision meant learning to approach everyday life differently.
It also gave me a perspective I value today. Because I’ve experienced life both fully sighted and with low vision, I can sometimes see an accessibility issue from both sides. That helps me explain not only that something isn’t accessible, but why it isn’t and what could make it better.
Finding ACBVA
I joined ACBVA about two years ago after finding the organization through ACB National.
I was already involved with ACB and had belonged to ACB Diabetics in Action. Unfortunately, that experience left me hesitant about becoming deeply involved with another organization.
Then I started attending ACBVA board meetings.
I listened, asked questions and—because I’m me—started sharing ideas.
Something was different.
People listened.
My questions were welcomed. My ideas were appreciated. I was respected, welcomed with friendship and hugs, and made to feel that I belonged.
It felt like I was coming home.
ACBVA has given me friendship, confidence, purpose, leadership opportunities, and something I had been searching for much longer:
A place where people know my name—and know it in a good way.
Building Something Better
That sense of belonging is a big reason I’ve taken on so much within ACBVA.
When I see something that needs to be done and no one else steps forward, I’d rather take on another responsibility than watch ACBVA lose an opportunity. I also need to keep my mind busy. Sitting around doing nothing has never suited me very well.
One of my proudest accomplishments has been serving as ACBVA Treasurer.
I inherited financial records that needed reorganizing and updating. My first year involved a lot of learning—and, admittedly, I probably made the system more complicated before I made it better.
But I kept working at it.
As I approach the end of my second year as Treasurer, ACBVA now uses QuickBooks to track two bank accounts and several separate funds. When I compare where we started with where we are today, I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished.
The Hardest Part of Leadership
The hardest part of leadership isn’t spreadsheets, convention planning, newsletters, or learning new software.
It’s getting people to step forward.
I want members to understand that ACBVA isn’t something happening somewhere else while they watch from the couch.
Our members are ACBVA.
I encourage people to participate, share ideas, volunteer, and try something new. It doesn’t always work. But when someone finally takes that first step and discovers that they have something valuable to contribute, it is one of the most rewarding feelings there is.
Take That First Step
So, if I could say one thing to the member reading the Monthly Magnifier who hasn’t gotten involved yet, it would be this:
Taking that first step isn’t as hard as you may think. Once you do, it just might change your world for the better.
You don’t have to become an officer or chair a committee. Just try something.
Attend a meeting. Ask a question. Join a committee. Share an idea. Volunteer for one small project. Introduce yourself to someone you don’t know.
Two years ago, I took that first step.
I found much more than an organization.
ACBVA became my family.
September Monthly Program: Stan Gowin and His Traveling Adventures
On September 14 at 7:00 P.M., we will feature Stan Gowin as our monthly program speaker. Traveling as a Blind Person is challenging but the rewards are unique. When Stan Gowin and his wife retired, they decided to make travel a major part of their new life. They have travelled together and separately around the United States, Canada, Mexico, Europe, and recently North Africa. They travelled by air, sea, automobile, and train.

Stan admits that there are blind travelers with more experience than he has and he marvels at their adventures. But he says: “regardless of this comparison, each of us has found unique ways to meet the difficulties of travel and unique ways to interpret and enjoy the world we travel through.”

So… bring your curiosity, questions, and your travel stories and together we can explore ways to open up the vistas nearby or those on the other side of the globe.

This program call will be held as an ACB community call and the Zoom link will be available a few days prior to September 14.

For more information, please contact Sue Bowmaster at s.bowmaster@cox.net.

Advocacy Update
ACBVA continues to follow the advocacy issues reported in last month’s Monthly Magnifier, including accessible voting, pedestrian safety, and guide dog protections.
There are no significant new developments to report this month, but our advocacy work continues. Watch future issues of the Monthly Magnifier for updates as these efforts move forward. Or better yet join the committee when meets next on September 16!
For more information or to get involved with ACBVA advocacy, contact RoseAnn Ashby at roseann@acbva.org.
Thank You to Our Convention Sponsors and Supporters

Convention 2026 would not be possible without the generosity of businesses, organizations, community partners, and individuals who believe in ACBVA’s mission.
We are proud to recognize the following confirmed sponsors and supporters.
Platinum Sponsor

· Waymo

Gold Sponsors

· Larry Moye & Nancy Swanson

Silver Sponsors

· Drs. Jose & Stella Evangelista

· Uber

· Tina Egge

· Sally Cooney Anderson

· Chris & Jan Jennings
· Anonymous 
Bronze Sponsors

· Access Virginia

· Vanda Pharmaceuticals
Friends of ACBVA

· Robin Hoerber

· Scott Marshall

· Peter Brown

· Andrea Glosser

· Pamela Frick
· Mariane Herndon
· Loretta Lacort
· Anonymous 
Business & Community Partners

· Pleasants Hardware

· Park Lane Tavern

· Ristorante Renato 

· Vispero

· The Blind Kitchen
· Braille Wear
We sincerely thank every sponsor and supporter helping make Convention 2026 possible.
Their support helps strengthen opportunities for connection, learning, accessibility, advocacy, and community.
Convention Exhibitor Spotlight: Sportable
This month, we’re excited to spotlight Sportable, one of the exhibitors joining us at ACBVA Convention 2026.
Sportable creates opportunities for people with physical disabilities and visual impairments to participate in adaptive sports, recreation, health, and wellness programs. Their work helps people get active, build confidence, make connections, and discover new possibilities through sports.
But Sportable won’t just be in the exhibit area this year!
A representative from Sportable will also participate in our Saturday afternoon sports panel, “Hear from Blind and Low Vision Athletes.” The session will bring together athletes and others involved in accessible sports to share experiences and introduce attendees to different ways blind and low vision people can get in the game.
Be sure to visit Sportable’s exhibit and join us for the sports panel at Convention 2026. You may discover a sport or activity you never thought about trying.
Learn more: https://sportable.org/
Meet Our Convention Exhibitors
Convention exhibitors give attendees opportunities to explore products, services, technology, resources, and organizations connected to the blind and low vision community.
We are pleased to recognize our confirmed exhibitors.
In-Person Exhibitors
· Ability2Access
· Uber
· Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired
· Breeden Inspirations
· JW.ORG
· 6 DOT Paws
· Virginia Voice
· disAbility Resource Center
· Sportable
· Advanced Vision
· Atlantic Low Vision
Virtual Exhibitors
· Glidance
· AGIGA
We look forward to sharing more information about our exhibitors as Convention 2026 gets closer.
Support ACBVA While You Shop for the Holidays!
The holiday season is coming! Purchase your holiday gift cards through RaiseRight and support ACBVA at the same time.
Give the gifts you were already planning to buy while helping ACBVA—holiday shopping that gives twice!
For more information, please email Lisa Calhoun
Enroll here:
ACBVA RaiseRight Fundraiser
Enrollment Code:
VPKHMHNT7M7Gm
September ACBVA Calendar
Mark your calendar and stay connected.
September 1 at 7:00 PM - ACBVA Hangout
Come connect, chat, laugh, and enjoy time with other members in a relaxed setting.
September 3 at 3:30 PM – Membership Meeting Canceled
September 08 at 3:00 PM - ACBVA Virtual Meetup
Join members from across Virginia for connection and conversation.
September 10 at 7:00PM Convention Logistics Meeting
Final push for the planning of the Convention.
September 14 at 7pm - Monthly Program

Join us as we travel with Stan Gowin
September 16 at 7pm - Advocacy Meeting
September 17 at 7:30 PM - Board Meeting
September 21 at 7:00pm - Program Planning
September 24 at 7pm - Book Club
September 28 at 4:30PM - Fundraising Committee Meeting
Help support the planning and development of ACBVA programs and activities.
Help develop ideas and opportunities to strengthen ACBVA’s fundraising efforts.
Stay Connected with ACBVA
Follow ACBVA online for updates, events, news, and accessible resources.
Stay connected with ACBVA online.
Facebook           YouTube
Have something you would like announced or featured in a future publication?
Contact Theresa at:
theresa@acbva.org
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