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Connecting, Informing, and Strengthening Our Community
Welcome from ACBVA Leadership
This month brings an exciting new opportunity for blind and low vision Virginians with the official launch of the ACBVA Technology and Training Fund.
Technology can make a tremendous difference in our independence, but only when we have access to the right tools and the knowledge to use them effectively. This fund was created to help address both needs.
If you need assistive technology, technology training, or technical support, we encourage you to apply. You do not have to be an ACBVA member to receive assistance.
Just as importantly, this program needs people willing to share their knowledge. If you have technology skills and enjoy helping others learn, consider applying to become a trainer or technical support provider.
Whether you need assistance or have skills to share, we hope you’ll explore this new resource. By connecting people, technology, and knowledge, we can help one another become more confident, connected, and independent.
There may be an opportunity here for you—whether you’re looking for help or ready to give it.
— ACBVA Leadership
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ACBVA Technology and Training Fund Is Officially Here!
Opening Doors to Technology, Training, and Greater Independence
We’re excited to announce the official launch of the ACBVA Technology and Training Fund!
Technology can open doors—to greater independence, communication, employment, education, and connection. But having the right technology is only part of the equation. Knowing how to use it confidently can make all the difference.
Looking for Technology or Training?
If you are blind or have low vision, live in Virginia, and need assistive technology or training to become more proficient in using technology, we welcome your application.
You do not have to be an ACBVA member to apply.
If you cannot independently complete the online application, we can help.
Program Information, Guidelines & FAQs
Customer Application
Trainers and Technical Support Providers—We Need You!
Do you enjoy helping blind and low vision people become more confident and independent with technology? We’d love to hear from you!
We are looking for trainers and technical support providers who have the skills, patience, and enthusiasm to help others use technology more effectively.
Trainer and Technical Support Application
Technology Can Change What’s Possible
Whether you need the right technology, want to strengthen your skills, or have expertise you can share with others, the ACBVA Technology and Training Fund is here to help create new opportunities for blind and low vision Virginians.
The fund is officially open—come see what it can do for you!
Assistive Technology Spotlight
Ability2Access Brings the feelSpace naviBelt to the United States
Exciting news for the blindness community! Ability2Access is now the master distributor in the U.S. for the feelSpace naviBelt, an innovative navigation device designed to help people who are blind or have low vision travel with greater confidence and independence.
The naviBelt is worn around the waist and uses 16 vibration pads to provide directional guidance. Instead of relying only on spoken directions, the belt communicates through tactile vibrations, allowing users to keep their ears available for traffic and other important environmental sounds.
The naviBelt offers turn-by-turn routing using Apple Maps and a B-Line feature that points users in the general direction of their destination. It is designed to complement established mobility tools such as a white cane or guide dog, not replace them.
Originally developed as a research project in Germany, the naviBelt has been refined into a navigation tool intended to support orientation and independent travel.
Learn more from Ability2Access
Learn more about the feelSpace naviBelt
Advocacy in Action
A Busy July for ACBVA Advocacy
July was a busy month for the ACBVA Advocacy Committee, with progress on accessible voting, pedestrian safety, and guide dog protections. Here’s where things stand.
Accessible Absentee Voting: Moving the Conversation Forward
On July 9, we met with Aaron Wilson of Enhanced Voting, the contractor that provides Virginia’s accessible voting software, to continue our work toward the electronic return of absentee ballots.
Mr. Wilson suggested that some of the security concerns raised during last winter’s committee hearing might be addressed by working with the Virginia Department of Elections to strengthen the authentication process for blind and low vision voters who wish to vote absentee.
He also suggested exploring the use of a hardware token, such as a USB stick, to provide an additional level of security confirming that the person submitting the ballot is the blind or low vision voter authorized to vote absentee.
As a next step, RoseAnn Ashby contacted Delegate Hope to ask whether a meeting with the Department of Elections this summer could help gain support and determine a path forward.
Pedestrian Safety: Making Our Concerns Heard
On July 22, several ACBVA members met with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) as part of a pedestrian and bicyclist safety study being conducted by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).
We had an opportunity to discuss several accessibility concerns at length, including:
· The need for more accessible pedestrian signals, particularly in less populated areas
· The need for sidewalks along roadways to provide safe passage
· Curb cuts that are not properly aligned for safely crossing streets
· Obstacles on sidewalks, including scooters
We hope this meeting will be the beginning of more productive communication with VDOT as we continue advocating for safer and more accessible communities throughout Virginia.
Guide Dog Protections: Looking at Virginia Law
On July 29, several members met to discuss Virginia laws affecting guide dogs and their handlers.
We believe there are areas where current protections should be strengthened. One of our biggest concerns is what happens when another dog—or its owner—interferes with a guide dog user while actively working with their dog.
Our next step is to reach out to the NFB of Virginia to explore whether we can work together on this issue.
Your Voice Belongs in Advocacy
These issues directly affect the independence, safety, and rights of blind and low vision Virginians—and there is plenty more work to do.
Everyone is welcome to join the ACBVA Advocacy Committee. Our next meeting is August 19 at 7:00 PM.
For more information, contact RoseAnn Ashby at roseann@acbva.org or 703-403-0226.
Getting to Know Your Fellow Members
Lisa Calhoun
This month we’re pleased to introduce Lisa Calhoun, one of ACBVA’s active newer members from the Fredericksburg area.
Lisa joined ACBVA in early 2025 after learning that many of the organization’s meetings and activities were available through Zoom. Although she had known about ACBVA for years, the opportunity to participate virtually made becoming a member much more accessible.
“Learning that there are now Zoom options, and just about everybody participates that way, made me feel more comfortable to join.”
Since joining, Lisa has embraced many opportunities to get involved. She especially enjoyed attending the 2025 ACBVA State Convention, where she was able to meet fellow members in person after connecting virtually. She also found participating in Legislative Day in Richmond to be an inspiring experience and discovered how rewarding it is to advocate for issues affecting people who are blind and have low vision.
Outside of ACBVA, Lisa enjoys spending time with her family and caring for horses, dogs, cats, and other animals. She also enjoys reading, crocheting, singing, and exploring Virginia’s history by visiting historic homes.
Many members may remember Lisa as the presenter for an ACBVA monthly program where she shared her passion for horses and life on her small horse farm. If you missed the presentation, or would like to watch it again, ACBVA features Lisa Calhoun
She also serves on the board of the Stafford Regional Choral Society and volunteers with the Lions Club whenever she has the opportunity.
“I have really enjoyed becoming a member of ACBVA and participating in multiple areas. I look forward to making new friends.”
Quick Facts
· Member Since: Early 2025
· Lives In: Fredericksburg Area
· Favorite ACBVA Activities: State Convention and Legislative Day
· Hobbies & Interests: Reading, crocheting, singing, history, and caring for horses and other animals
· Fun Fact: Lisa operates a small horse farm and loves touring historic homes throughout Virginia.
August Monthly Program

Making a Difference Around the World

Join ACBVA on Monday, August 10 at 7:00 PM as we welcome Laurel Wheeler, founder of the Laurel Wheeler Foundation.

While completing her studies in Finland, Laurel discovered how difficult it can be for blind people in other countries to obtain the adaptive equipment they need to live independently. She wanted to do something about it—and at just 26 years old, she started the Laurel Wheeler Foundation.

Nine years later, that idea has grown into an ongoing mission.

Come hear Laurel share the story of the foundation, how its work has grown, and the difference it is making. You may even discover opportunities to get involved and support this important work.
August 10 at 7:00 PM
For more information or to receive the Zoom link, contact RoseAnn Ashby at roseann@acbva.org.

Convention 2026: And the July Winner Is…

Congratulations to Laura Rae our July early-registration drawing winner!

She will receive a $50 reimbursement toward their 2026 ACBVA Convention registration fee.

Thank you to everyone who registered early. Your early registration helps us plan for meals, accommodations, transportation needs, and all the details that go into making Convention 2026 a great experience.
Convention 2026
Register in August for Your Chance to Win!
Haven’t registered for ACBVA Convention 2026 yet? August gives you six chances to win!
Everyone who completes their convention registration during August will automatically be entered into our August drawing.
Six Winners Will Be Selected!
· 1 winner will receive a $50 reimbursement toward their convention registration fee
· 5 winners will each receive a drink ticket to use at the convention
That means six registered attendees will win! Convention is only a few months away, so now is a great time to make your plans and get ready to join us in Fredericksburg.
ACBVA Convention 2026
November 6–8, 2026
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Register during August and you could be one of our six lucky winners!
Questions? Contact convention@acbva.org.
Help a Member Attend Convention 2026
Convention is more than a weekend of meetings. It is an opportunity to:
· Learn
· Build skills
· Connect with others
· Discover new technology and resources
· Participate in advocacy
· Strengthen friendships
· Become more involved in ACBVA
But for some members, the cost of attending can create a real barrier. Registration, lodging, transportation, and other attendance-related expenses can make participation difficult or impossible without assistance.
Our goal is to raise $5,000 to help reduce financial barriers for members who want to attend Convention 2026.
Donations may help with registration, lodging, transportation, and other attendance-related needs. Assistance will be based on individual circumstances and available funding.
Every Gift Can Help
· $25 — helps reduce a member’s convention expenses
· $50 — helps offset registration, transportation, or other costs
· Approximately $140 — can help offset the cost of one hotel night
· Approximately $280 — can help offset the cost of two hotel nights
· $500 — can provide substantial assistance toward a member’s overall convention experience
· Any amount — helps reduce barriers to participation
No gift is too small to matter. Together, we can help more members experience the learning, connection, and community of Convention 2026.
Gold Sponsor Spotlight
Larry Moye & Nancy Swanson
This month, we are pleased to recognize Larry Moye and Nancy Swanson, brother and Sister-Inlaw of ACBVA Vice President RoseAnn Ashby, as Gold Sponsors of the 2026 ACBVA Convention.
Their generous support helps make it possible for ACBVA to bring members together for a weekend of learning, advocacy, connection, and community.
Convention sponsors do much more than help cover the cost of an event. Their support helps us create an accessible and welcoming experience where blind and low vision Virginians can build friendships, discover resources, strengthen their skills, and have a voice in shaping the future of ACBVA.
Thank you, Larry and Nancy, for supporting RoseAnn, ACBVA, and our 2026 Convention. We truly appreciate your generosity!
Thank You to Our Convention Sponsors and Supporters
Convention 2026 would not be possible without the generosity of businesses, organizations, community partners, and individuals who believe in ACBVA’s mission.
Platinum Sponsor
· Waymo
Gold Sponsors
· Larry Moye & Nancy Swanson
Silver Sponsors
· Dr. Jose & Dr. Stella Evangelista
· Uber
· Tina Egge
· Sally Cooney Anderson
· Chris & Jan Jennings
Bronze Sponsors
· Access Virginia
· Vanda Pharmaceuticals
· Wells Fargo - The Optimal Service Group
Friends of ACBVA

· Robin Hoerber
· Scott Marshall
· Peter Brown
· Andrea Glosser
· Pamela Frick
Business & Community Partners
· Pleasants Hardware
· Park Lane Tavern
· Renatos Italian Restaurant
· Vispero
· The Blind Kitchen
We sincerely thank every sponsor and supporter helping make Convention 2026 possible. Their support strengthens opportunities for connection, learning, accessibility, advocacy, and community.
Meet Our Convention Exhibitors
Convention exhibitors give attendees opportunities to explore products, services, technology, resources, and organizations connected to the blind and low vision community.
In-Person Exhibitors
· Ability2Access
· Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired
· Breeden Inspirations
· Virginia Voice
· 6 Dot Paws
· JW.ORG
Virtual Exhibitors
· Glidance
· AGIGA
We look forward to sharing more information about our exhibitors as Convention 2026 gets closer.
Vendor Spotlight: JW.ORG
This month we’re pleased to spotlight JW.ORG, which will be joining us as an in-person exhibitor at the 2026 ACBVA Convention.
JW.ORG offers Bible-based information and publications in accessible formats for people who are blind or have low vision. Its accessibility resources include large-print and braille publications, audio recordings, files designed for screen readers and digital talking-book players, and videos with audio descriptions.
The website is also designed to remain usable when pages are enlarged, and the JW Library app allows users to adjust publication text size.
Stop by the JW.ORG exhibit during Convention 2026 to learn more about the accessible resources available.
Learn more at JW.ORG
Only 3 Weeks Left to Support the Virginia Visionaries!
Time is running out! There are only three weeks left to join an ACBVA team or make a donation to the 2026 Brenda Dillon Memorial Walk. Every dollar raised supports the important work of ACB National and ACBVA.
Join a Regional Team
· Richmond: Robin Hoerber & Shelia Gunn
· Danville: Margie DeMars & Kevin Fitz
· Fredericksburg: Lisa Calhoun
· Northern Virginia: RoseAnn Ashby & Jillian Bante
If you haven’t donated or joined a team yet, now is the time. Let’s finish strong and make a difference together!
Support ACBVA Through RaiseRight
Support ACBVA through RaiseRight while purchasing gift cards for everyday shopping. For more information, please contact Lisa Calhoun.
Enrollment Code: VPKHMHNT7M7Gm
August ACBVA Calendar
Mark your calendar and stay connected.
August 4 at 7:00 PM
ACBVA Hangout
Come connect, chat, laugh, and enjoy time with other members in a relaxed setting.
August 7 at 3:00 PM
Membership Committee Meeting
Help welcome new members, strengthen member engagement, and support initiatives that help ACBVA grow and thrive.
August 10 at 7:00 PM
ACBVA Monthly Program
Join us for this month’s featured program as we learn, connect, and explore topics of interest to the blind and low vision community.
August 11 at 3:00 PM
ACBVA Virtual Meetup
Join members from across Virginia for connection, conversation, and an enjoyable afternoon of friendship and fellowship.
August 17 at 7:00PM
Program Planning Committee Meeting
Help shape upcoming ACBVA programs by sharing ideas and planning engaging activities and learning opportunities for our members.
August 19 at 7:00 PM
Advocacy Committee Meeting
Stay informed on legislative issues, accessibility initiatives, and advocacy efforts while helping shape a more accessible Virginia.
August 20 at 7:30 PM
ACBVA Board Meeting
The Board of Directors meets to conduct the business of ACBVA and guide the organization’s programs, finances, and future direction.
August 24 at 4:30 PM
Fundraising Committee Meeting
Help develop creative fundraising ideas and opportunities that support ACBVA’s programs, services, and mission.
Stay Connected with ACBVA
Follow ACBVA for news, upcoming events, advocacy updates, member highlights, and the latest convention announcements.
Stay connected with ACBVA online through Facebook and YouTube.
Have something you would like announced or featured in a future publication? Contact Theresa at theresa@acbva.org.
The American Council of the Blind of Virginia is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for Virginians who are blind or have low vision.
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