ACBVA Monthly Magnifier
June 2026
A Snapshot of What's Happening
· ACBVA continues to grow as we focus on helping members stay connected, involved, and supported.
· June Program Spotlight - Master Gardener Christine Appert shares container gardening tips for flowers, herbs, vegetables, pollinators, and more.
· ACBVA Technology and Training Fund continues to grow and expand opportunities across Virginia.
· Advocacy efforts continue on electronic ballot return, accessible pedestrian signals, guide dog protections, and rural transportation.
· Convention planning is moving forward as we approach the five-month countdown to Fredericksburg.
· Sponsor a Member is now more than halfway to its fundraising goal.
· Sponsors and exhibitors continue to grow as support builds for Convention 2026.
· Virginia Voice outreach and a new statewide fundraising walk are creating more opportunities to connect, participate, and make a difference.
###
June at a Glance
June brings several opportunities to connect, learn, serve, and plan ahead. For full meeting details and Zoom information, please refer to the Weekly View.
· June 2 - The Hang Out
· June 4 - Membership Committee
· June 8 - Monthly Program: Container Gardening with Christine L. Appert, EdD
· June 17 - Advocacy Committee
· Convention planning, fundraising, and outreach efforts continue throughout the month
###
Membership Momentum Continues
ACBVA continues to grow, and the focus now is not only on welcoming new members, but on helping every member feel connected, valued, and invited into the life of the organization.
The Membership Committee is focusing on engagement, retention, outreach, and helping members discover meaningful ways to participate. Whether someone is interested in advocacy, fundraising, convention planning, communications, technology, outreach, or simply building friendships, there is a place for everyone in ACBVA.
As we continue growing, we encourage members to attend events, join committees, reach out to new members, and help build the kind of supportive statewide community that makes ACBVA strong.
For more information, contact membership@acbva.org.
###
June Program Spotlight: Discover the World of Container Gardening

Have you ever wanted to grow flowers, herbs, or vegetables but thought you did not have enough space? Join ACBVA on June 8 as we welcome Christine L. Appert, EdD, for an engaging presentation on container gardening.
Christine will share practical tips and techniques for creating thriving container gardens both indoors and outdoors. The discussion will include possibilities for growing ornamentals, pollinators, herbs, and vegetables in containers, making this program useful for both experienced gardeners and those just getting started.
Gardening has been part of Christine's life since childhood, when she planted seeds and pruned roses with her grandfather, a retired farmer from New Jersey. Today, she is a Master Gardener with a special interest in therapeutic gardening and has completed a certificate program through the Horticultural Therapy Institute in Colorado.
Christine also brings a strong background in education, assistive technology, and accessibility. She has worked as an educational consultant and assistive technology specialist at the University of Virginia Children's Hospital, continues to teach as adjunct faculty in the UVA School of Education and Human Development, and serves on the Jaunt Regional Transit Board of Directors and the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired State Rehabilitation Council.
Christine and her guide dog, Luke, live in Charlottesville, where she keeps a large collection of containers inside and outside her townhouse. She is an enthusiastic container gardener and is excited to share what she has learned.
For meeting information, contact Sue Bowmaster at s.bowmaster@cox.net.
###
ACBVA ACBVA Technology and Training Fund Expands Opportunities Across Virginia
ACBVA is excited to share progress on The Vicki Ratcliffe Memorial Technology Access Fund, created in memory of longtime member Vicki Ratcliffe. This fund is designed to help blind and low vision Virginians gain access to assistive technology, training, and technical support that can increase independence and improve quality of life.

The fund currently holds $1,750 thanks to a $1,000 donation from Aetna, a $500 grant from the Macular Degeneration Foundation, and contributions from generous individual donors. In addition, ACBVA recently applied for a $10,000 grant through the endowment fund administered by the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired. We expect to learn the outcome of that application in early July.

The fund will serve blind and low vision individuals throughout Virginia, regardless of ACBVA membership status. During the program’s first year, we anticipate assisting between 20 and 50 people through a combination of technology purchases, training, and technical support.

Assistance may include both low-tech and high-tech solutions, with most training and support provided remotely by phone or Zoom. This approach allows us to stretch available funding and reach more Virginians across the Commonwealth. In certain situations, in-person training may also be provided when appropriate.

More details about eligibility, application procedure, and available services will be announced as the program continues to develop.

Help Open Doors to Independence Donate Today by Supporting 
The ACBVA Technology and Training Fund
 (Select ACBVA Technology and Training Fund)
###

Convention 2026: The Countdown Continues
The countdown to the 2026 ACBVA Convention is officially underway. In just five months, members and friends from across Virginia and beyond will gather in beautiful, historic Fredericksburg for our second annual hybrid state convention.
This year's theme, "The Future Is Ours! Shaping What's Next," reflects the work being done throughout ACBVA to strengthen advocacy, expand opportunities, build community, and move forward together with purpose.
Convention planning continues behind the scenes as volunteers work on programming, exhibitors, sponsors, registration, accessibility, and special events. The convention webpage is the one-stop location for hotel information, registration, policies, sponsor and exhibitor opportunities, and new updates as they become available.
Members are encouraged to register early, reserve hotel rooms, review the required policies, and begin making plans to join us November 6-8 in Fredericksburg.
For convention information, visit ACBVA 2026 Convention Info Page or contact convention@acbva.org.
###
Sponsor a Member - We're More Than Halfway There!
Attending an ACBVA Convention can be life-changing. It is a place where people build friendships, discover new resources, learn valuable skills, and connect with others who truly understand the experience of vision loss.
For some members, however, the cost of attending can be a barrier. Through the Sponsor a Member initiative, ACBVA is working to help remove that barrier so more members have the chance to be part of the convention experience.
Thanks to the incredible generosity of our members, donors, sponsors, and supporters, we have now raised:
$2,633.93 of our $5,000 goal!
■■■■■□□□□□
$2,633.93 raised | $2,366.07 to go
We are now more than halfway to our goal of sponsoring up to 10 members who may need assistance attending the 2026 ACBVA Convention.
Each sponsored member may require up to $500 to help cover registration, travel, meals, and hotel accommodations. Every contribution helps open the door for someone who might otherwise miss the opportunity to attend. Every dollar adds up, no donation is too small.
Ways You Can Help
· $50 - Helps cover meals
· $75 - Supports registration
· $150 - Assists with travel
· $250 - Helps cover hotel accommodations
· $500 - Sponsors a full convention experience
Thank you to everyone who has donated, supported a fundraiser, secured sponsors, volunteered, or helped spread the word. Together, we are making sure more people can experience the connection, education, and community that ACBVA provides.
Donate today: https://acbva.org/donate (select "Convention")
###
Sponsor Spotlight: Dr. Jose and Dr. Stella Evangelista
ACBVA is proud to recognize Dr. Jose and Dr. Stella Evangelista as Silver Sponsors for the 2026 Convention.
Dr. Jose Evangelista, a cardiologist, and Dr. Stella Evangelista, an OB physician, are dedicated medical professionals who also operate a rehabilitation facility in Michigan focused on improving quality of life and independence.
Their support is especially meaningful because they are also proud family members of ACBVA member Maria Evangelista.
We are deeply grateful for their generosity, support, and commitment to helping strengthen connection, accessibility, and opportunity within the blind and low vision community. Thank you for supporting ACBVA and the 2026 Convention!
###
Convention Sponsors & Partners
The success of the 2026 ACBVA Convention would not be possible without the support of our sponsors, exhibitors, and community partners.
We are excited to welcome a growing list of organizations, businesses, and individuals who are helping make this year's convention possible through their generous support.
#

Current Sponsors and Partners
Silver Sponsors:

· Dr. Jose and Dr. Stella Evangelista
· Uber

· Sally Cooney Anderson 

#
Bronze Sponsors:
· Vanda Pharmaceuticals
· Access Virginia
#
Exhibitors

· Ability2Access 
· Breeden Inspirations 

#

Virtual Exhibitors

· Glidance
#
Additional sponsors, exhibitors, and partners are being added regularly as convention planning continues.
Their support helps us provide quality programming, accessible resources, networking opportunities, and a welcoming convention experience for blind and low vision Virginians across the Commonwealth.
Interested in becoming a sponsor or exhibitor? Contact convention@acbva.org for more information.
###
Advocacy in Action
National Advocacy Update: ACB at the national level uses the Speak4 platform to allow members to show their support for bills that would enhance our rights (and conversely, to oppose bills that would limit our access or funding for required services). To learn more about the platform, which is easy to use, go to: https://speak4.co/v
 

To learn more about the bills we are being asked to support or oppose, please go to: https://www.acb.org/advocacy. On that page, you will find a heading: “Call to Action.” There you will find links to each of ACB’s current Speak4 campaigns; it is very simple to make your voice heard by following the appropriate link.

 

 State-Level Advocacy: ACBVA’s Advocacy Committee will meet next on June 17 at 7:00 p.m. We will renew our discussion of state-level issues at that time. We need to strategize about how we want to proceed on a number of issues:

· Electronic Return of Absentee Ballots: We will be reporting out on next steps after our very productive conversation with Democracy Live. We will be contacting Enhanced Voting and should have more information about their level of support for our initiative; they currently have the contract for electronic absentee balloting in Virginia. Together with NFB, We are contacting Patrick Hope who had agreed to bring us together with other supporters and the groups that oppose the bill. Much remains to be done but we are moving forward and hope to pass a bill about electronic ballot return in next year’s General Assembly session.

· Audible Pedestrian Signals: We will be discussing our proposed study of the effectiveness of accessible pedestrian signals in rural areas where no current signalization exists. We have quite a bit of research to do on this issue to propose a study that the General Assembly will fund next year. Doug received support from orientation and mobility specialists when he attended AER back in late March.

· Guide Dog Legislation: We are exploring provisions in laws in other states regarding the safety of guide dog users and their dogs.

· Transportation in Rural Areas: There has been much concern about transportation in small towns and rural areas, where paratransit is minimal and sometimes nonexistent. We are currently exploring options in the Fredericksburg area and surrounding counties.

 

For more information, please contact RoseAnn Ashby at 703-403-0226 or by email at roseann@acbva.org or advocacy@acb.org.

Advocacy continues to be an essential part of ACBVA's mission. This section will include updates on state and national advocacy efforts, committee work, and opportunities for members to get involved.
###
Walk, Connect, and Make a Difference
ACBVA is preparing to participate in the Virginia Voice Guide & Stride event, creating another opportunity for outreach, community engagement, and connection.
Members, friends, family members, and supporters are invited to join the effort. Whether helping with outreach, participating in the walk, cheering others on, or simply spending time with fellow members, this event provides a wonderful opportunity to support a valued partner organization while representing ACBVA in the community.
We hope to have a strong ACBVA presence and are exploring the possibility of forming an ACBVA team to help raise funds and enjoy the day together.
If you are interested in participating in any way, contact Theresa Breeden at theresa@acbva.org.
When: Saturday, June 13th  registration opens 8am
Where: Collegiate School

103 N Mooreland Rd, Richmond, VA 23229

View campus map.

###
ACBVA Needs You
The strength of ACBVA comes from its members and volunteers. Our committees are where ideas turn into action, and they are responsible for much of the work that helps ACBVA grow and serve blind and low vision Virginians.
From advocacy and membership to convention planning, communications, fundraising, technology, and outreach, committee members help shape the future of the organization.
No special experience is required. What matters most is a willingness to participate, share ideas, and be part of something meaningful.
Do not just watch ACBVA grow - help build it.
If you are interested in joining a committee, contact RoseAnn Ashby at RoseAnn@acbva.org.
###
Looking Ahead: ACBVA & ACB National Fundraising Walk
Planning is underway for an exciting new fundraising event that will benefit both ACBVA and ACB National, with proceeds being shared between the two organizations.
Fundraising efforts are expected to begin with an email campaign, followed by an in-person walk planned for mid-August. This event will be more than a fundraiser. It will be an opportunity to come together, raise awareness, support advocacy and accessibility efforts, build community connections, and have fun along the way.
Current plans include creating four to five regional teams across Virginia to see who can raise the most funds. Suggested areas include Danville, Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Northern Virginia, possibly with two teams in Northern Virginia.
And yes, there will be some friendly competition involved. The winning team will earn one full year of bragging rights, along with a certificate recognizing the amount raised in support of the mission.
More details will be shared soon, but now is the perfect time to start thinking about joining a team, helping organize, fundraising, or cheering others on.
Let's make this something fun, meaningful, and memorable together.
###
June Calendar

June 2 …………… The Hang Out 7pm
June 4 …………… Membership Committee 3pm
June 8 …………… Monthly Program 7pm
Discover the World of Container Gardening

June 09 …………. Virtual Meetup 3pm
June 15 …………. Program Planning 7pm

June 17 …………. Advocacy Committee 7pm
June 18 …………. Board Meeting 7:30pm
June 22 …………. Fundraising Committee 4:30pm

June 25 …………. Book Club 7pm
For meeting details and Zoom information, please refer to the Weekly View.

###

Stay Connected
ACBVA continues to grow through connection, service, advocacy, and community. Watch the Weekly View for meeting details, Zoom information, reminders, and new opportunities to get involved.
Have something you would like announced? Contact Theresa at theresa@acbva.org.
###
The American Council of the Blind of Virginia is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for Virginians who are blind or have low vision.
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