ACBVA Monthly Magnifier – May 2026  

A Snapshot of What’s Happening  

• Honoring the legacy of Vicki Ratcliffe and launching a new assistive technology fund  

• Advocacy efforts gaining momentum at both the national and state levels  

• New connections growing from Family Fest outreach  

• Introducing the ACBVA Hang Out—open to all  

• Convention registration now open and sponsorship opportunities available  

• Celebrate Mother’s Day while supporting ACBVA  

###

Honoring a Legacy, Continuing the Impact

This month, we are proud to recognize and celebrate the lasting impact of Vicki Ratcliffe.

Vicki has been nominated for ACB’s Angel Wall, a meaningful recognition of the difference she made in the lives of so many. A tribute, along with a photo, has been submitted to ACB’s national office, and a video honoring her life and contributions is currently in progress.

We are also honored to share that the Vicki Ratcliffe Memorial Fund for Assistive Technology and Training has officially been established. This fund will support individuals across Virginia who are blind or have low vision and have not been able to access the technology or training they need through other resources.

With an initial balance of $1,500—made possible through grants from CVS/Aetna and the Macular Degeneration Foundation—this fund is already beginning its work. Plans are underway to expand the fund through additional grants and community support.

If you would like to be part of continuing Vicki’s legacy, donations can be made here:  

https://acbva.org/donate (select Technology & Training Fund)

Please contact RoseAnn Ashby for more information at RoseAnn@acbva.org
###

⚖️ Advocacy in Action
We have now completed 12 meetings with staff in the offices of our U.S. senators and representatives. Congress has been facing a number of challenges this year so that our issues have not received the focus we would like. However, we are pleased that all three of our proposed bills—the Medical Devices Nonvisual Accessibility Act (H.R. 5605), the Websites and Software Applications Accessibility Act (H.R. 3417 and S.3974), and the Communications, Video, and Technology Accessibility Act (CVTA) (H.R. 8327 and S.4322)—have been introduced and co-sponsors are signing on to the legislation.

Keep checking Claire Stanley’s updates on the ACB website at:  

https://www.acb.org/advocacy
#

ACB has been working alongside a broad coalition of disability advocates to move the CVTA Act forward, and we need your help to keep the momentum going. This is the latest ACB Speak4 campaign; it is a very simple way to get a letter sent on your behalf to your United States Senator and Representative.

Click here to send a message to your members of Congress in support of the CVTA Act:  

https://speak4.app/lp/02016sf9?ts=1776869242
#

ACBVA’s Advocacy Committee will meet next on May 20 at 7:00 p.m., where we will renew our discussion of state-level issues and continue planning next steps.

We need to talk with Patrick Hope to demonstrate our continuing support for HB493, which calls for electronic return of absentee ballots. He has agreed to bring us together with other supporters and the groups that oppose the bill. In the meantime, we will be meeting with Democracy Live, one of the distributors of accessible voting machines and online voting software, to see if they will support our advocacy efforts.

We also need to continue discussions around our proposed study on the effectiveness of accessible pedestrian signals in rural areas where no current signalization exists. There is still significant research to be done in order to propose a study that the General Assembly will fund next year. Doug received support from orientation and mobility specialists when he attended AER back in late March.

In addition, we are considering proposing legislation similar to laws in other states regarding the safety of guide dog users and their dogs. Some of our members are researching these efforts, including obtaining exact bill language, so that we can introduce similar bills here in Virginia.

There has also been ongoing concern about transportation, particularly in small towns and rural areas, where paratransit is minimal and sometimes nonexistent. Where there is no public transportation, there is no ADA requirement for paratransit, and we will need to develop strategies for funding services in these areas.

#

We welcome any and all to participate in the Advocacy Committee. Advocacy is an essential activity for ACBVA.

For more information, please contact RoseAnn Ashby at 703-403-0226 or by email at roseann@acbva.org or advocacy@acb.org.
###

🌟 Building Connections: Outreach in Action

ACBVA recently participated in DBVI’s Family Fest in Richmond, where over 100 individuals who are blind or have low vision, along with their families and service providers, gathered for a day of connection and resources.

Our table was filled with conversation, new relationships, and meaningful engagement throughout the day.

Thank you to RoseAnn Ashby for coordinating and to Millie McRae and Katrina Koetting for helping make the event a success.

Outreach continues this month, as members follow up with individuals who visited the table, welcoming them, helping them learn more about ACBVA and sharing opportunities to get involved.
Anyone interested in being part of these outreach efforts or learning more can contact the Membership Committee at membership@acbva.org.
###

💬 ACBVA Hang Out – Open to All

We are excited to introduce the ACBVA Hang Out—a relaxed, welcoming space for connection and conversation.

This gathering is open to anyone in Virginia experiencing any level of vision loss, as well as family members, friends, caregivers, and anyone interested in learning more or getting involved.

There is no agenda and no expectation to join ACBVA. This is simply a space to connect, share, listen, and enjoy time together in a supportive environment.

Whether you stay for a few minutes or the entire time, you are welcome just as you are.

To learn more or get involved, contact Theresa at theresa@acbva.org
###

May Program Spotlight

🌟 May Program Spotlight

On May 11, ACBVA will feature one of our own, Lisa Calhoun, as our monthly program speaker.

Lisa brings nearly 50 years of experience working with horses, along with a lifelong passion for animal care and connection. She holds a degree in Animal Science from Middle Tennessee State University, has owned horses for over 30 years, and currently operates her own small horse farm.

For Lisa, horses have been more than a hobby—they have been a constant presence, shaping her life, her work, and her sense of purpose.

During this program, Lisa will share her personal journey, reflecting on how horses have influenced her life and how she has continued to adapt as her vision has changed over time. While she has always been legally blind, she now has very little usable vision, making her story one of resilience, adjustment, and determination.

Her experience offers insight into what it means to continue doing what you love while navigating vision loss, and how passion and persistence can carry you through life’s changes.

This promises to be an inspiring and meaningful program, filled with real-life experience, personal reflection, and a story many will connect with.

For more information or to attend, contact Sue at s.bowmaster@cox.net
###

Convention 2026 – Looking Ahead
Planning is well underway for the 2026 2nd Annual ACBVA Hybrid State Convention, taking place November 6–8 in beautiful, historic Fredericksburg, Virginia.
Rich in history and charm, Fredericksburg provides a welcoming setting for a weekend focused on connection, learning, and community. This year’s theme, “The Future Is Ours! Shaping What’s Next,” reflects our commitment to moving forward together with purpose and possibility.

The convention will bring together individuals who are blind or have low vision from across the state for a meaningful experience that includes educational sessions, technology updates, community discussions, and opportunities to connect with others who share similar experiences.

Whether you attend in person or virtually, our goal is to create an inclusive and engaging event where everyone feels welcome and empowered.

Registration is now open, and we are working to make this an accessible and memorable experience for all.

To learn more on how you can support, reserve your spot, or ask questions, visit https://acbva.org/convention-info-2026/ or contact RoseAnn and Theresa at convention@acbva.org.
###

💙 Sponsor a Member – Opening the Door to Opportunity
For many individuals, attending the ACBVA Convention is more than just an event, it is a chance to connect, learn, and feel part of a community that truly understands.

It can be the first time someone meets others navigating vision loss, the moment they discover new tools that make daily life easier, or the experience that builds confidence to try something new.

But for some, the cost of attending can stand in the way.

Through the Sponsor a Member initiative, ACBVA is working to remove that barrier and make sure more individuals have the opportunity to be there.

So far, we have raised $1,210 toward our $5,000 goal, helping move us closer to supporting members who otherwise might not be able to attend.

Each contribution—no matter the amount—helps open the door for someone to be part of this experience.

Whether it’s helping cover meals, registration, travel, or a full stay, every gift plays a role in making this possible.

If you would like to be part of helping someone say “I was there,” you can donate through our website https://acbva.org/donate/ , select “Convention”, or reach out to Theresa at treasurer@acbva.org for more information.

Together, we can make sure no one is left behind.
###

🌸 A Sweet Way to Celebrate

With Mother’s Day just around the corner, it’s a time to recognize the people in our lives who support, encourage, and care for us in so many ways.

ACBVA’s See’s Candies fundraiser offers a simple way to share something sweet while also giving back. From familiar favorites to thoughtful gift options, it’s an easy way to celebrate the moment.

Every purchase helps support ACBVA’s work in advocacy, outreach, and community connection across Virginia.

If you’re looking for a meaningful gift this season—or a small treat for yourself—you can explore options here:  

Shop here: ACBVA Sees Candy Store
For more information or how you can help contact Lisa at prfctpsfrm@gmail.com.
###

Partner Spotlight – Ability2Access
This month, we are pleased to highlight Ability2Access, a partner dedicated to supporting individuals who are blind or have low vision through accessible technology and training.

Finding the right tools—and knowing how to use them—can make a meaningful difference in everyday life. Ability2Access works directly with individuals to provide personalized demonstrations, guidance, and support, helping ensure that each person is matched with solutions that truly meet their needs.

Their hands-on approach, including in-home, school, or workplace demonstrations, allows individuals to explore options in a comfortable and practical way, building confidence and independence along the way.

We are also excited to share that Ability2Access will be exhibiting at the 2026 ACBVA Convention, giving attendees the opportunity to meet them in person, ask questions, and explore available technology firsthand.

To learn more about their services or request a demonstration, visit:  

https://ability2access.com  

You can also contact them directly at products@ability2access.com.
###

💙 Stay Connected
May 1 – May Day
May 5 – ACBVA Hang Out
May 7 – Membership Committee Meeting (Canceled)
May 10 – Mothers Day

May 11 – Monthly Program

May 12 – Virtual Meet up
May 18 – Program Planning Committee
May 20 – Advocacy Committee Meeting
May 21 – ACBVA Board Meeting

May 25 – Fundraising Committee Meeting
May 25 – Memorial Day

May 28 – Book Club
#
ACBVA continues to grow through the strength of its members and community.

Whether through advocacy, outreach, or simply connecting with others, there are many ways to be involved.

Check for updates, events, and accessible resources

Visit our website https://acbva.org/
Email info@acbva.org to learn more
Follow us on Facebook
Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
###

ACBVA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the quality of life for Virginians who are blind or have low vision.
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