🌟 ACBVA Monthly Magnifier – March 2026

A Snapshot of What’s Happening

March is a month of momentum for ACBVA. From advocacy efforts at the state level to preparing for ACB’s national Leadership Conference, our members continue to show up, speak out, and strengthen our voice across Virginia.

We’re also focusing on connection — through our Spring Social, committee meetings, and ongoing membership drive. Whether you’ve been with us for years or are just getting involved, there’s a place for you here.

Thank you for being part of this growing, engaged community. The future truly is ours to shape.
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📅 March Highlights

· March 3 – Fiber Arts (7:00 p.m.)

· March 5 – Membership Committee (3:00 p.m.)
· March 9 – Monthly Program CANCELED
· March 10 – Virtual Meetup (3:00 p.m.)

· March 16 – Program Committee (3:00 p.m.)
· March 18 – Advocacy Committee CANCELED
· March 19 – Board Meeting (8:00 p.m.)

· March 23 – Fundraising Committee (4:30 p.m.)

· March 26 – Book Club (7:00 p.m.)

· March 28 – Spring Social (2:00–5:00 p.m.)

Full details are available through our Weekly View and visit https://acbva.org/about/ for committee contacts.
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🌿 Feature Spotlight: Advocacy in Action
ACBVA is proud of our first state-level advocacy effort in many years.
On January 22, fifteen members and several volunteers traveled to Richmond to meet with state delegates, senators, and legislative staff. We partnered with the Blinded Veterans Association (BVA) and worked alongside the National Federation of the Blind of Virginia to advocate for two key issues:
· HB493 – Electronic return of absentee ballots
· HB1125 – Autonomous vehicles in Virginia
It was a full and fast-paced morning — and our presence was strong.
Member Engagement Highlights
· 15 ACBVA members and volunteers participated
· 127 emails were sent through the Speak4 platform
· 58 advocates were represented in those communications
· Members testified in hearings both in-person and via Zoom
· Personal letters were sent to delegates and senators describing how these issues impact daily life
While neither bill passed this year, they were not defeated. Both were passed over and will return during the 2027 legislative session.
That keeps the door open.
What’s Next
We will continue working with Delegate Hope, who strongly defended HB493, to address IT security concerns raised during the session and help build broader legislative support.
Although autonomous vehicle legislation remains complex, both chambers of the General Assembly considered related measures, and groundwork has been laid for future progress.
In March, we turn our attention to ACB’s three federal legislative imperatives:
· Medical Device Nonvisual Accessibility Act
· Websites and Software Applications Accessibility Act
· Communications, Video, and Technology Accessibility Act
We are organizing calls with Virginia’s two U.S. Senators and our 11 Congressional offices.
If you would like to take part, contact advocacy@acbva.org.
Your voice makes a difference.
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☘️ Spring Social – Join Us

Let’s welcome spring together.

March 28 | 2:00–5:00 p.m.

Olive Garden – Falls Church

This is a relaxed, in-person gathering focused on connection and community. We’ll also take a moment to wish Maria Evangelista well as she prepares for her move to Las Vegas.

Whether you’re celebrating friendship, the season, or simply a good meal with great people — we’d love to see you there.

RSVP: RoseAnn Ashby

703-403-0226

beachrose9@verizon.net
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💙 Membership Drive – Let’s Grow

Membership is just $15 — and every member strengthens our advocacy, programs, and statewide presence.

Register by March 6 to be entered into a drawing for a $20 gift card.

Join or renew at: ACBVA.org/membership
Together, we grow stronger.
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🎉 Convention Corner

ACBVA 2026 Convention

November 6–8, 2026

Fredericksburg, Virginia

Holiday Inn and Conference Center
Hotel room block is open. Call (540) 368-8000 or visit online at Holiday Inn and Conference Center and use code ACB.

More details coming soon — mark your calendars now.
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🤝 Get Involved

There’s a place for you in ACBVA.

Interested in:

· Advocacy

· Membership

· Fundraising

· Program Planning

· Sunshine Outreach
· Book Club
· Fiber Arts

· Virtual Meetup

Visit ACBVA.org or email communications@acbva.org to connect with the right committee.
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🌟 Partner Spotlight

We’re grateful for the organizations that support and collaborate with ACBVA, including:

Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI)
https://www.dbvi.virginia.gov/calendar.htm
Virginia Voice
https://www.virginiavoice.org/
Explore their programs and community resources online to learn more.
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💙 Support Our Mission

You can support ACBVA year-round through:

· RaiseRight gift cards

· See’s Candies

· Happy Valley Soup Company

· ACBVA Swag

Every purchase helps expand advocacy and member support across Virginia. 
Support ACBVA at  https://acbva.org/fundraising/
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ACBVA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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