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Calendar of Events – January 2026
(unless noted all times are EST)
January 1

New Years Day
January 6

Fiber Arts 7pm
January 8

Membership Committee 3pm
January 12

Monthly ACBVA Program 7pm
January 13

Virtual Meetup
3pm
January 15

ACBVA Board Meeting 7:30pm
January 19

Fundraising Committee 4:30pm

January 19

Program Planning Committee 7pm
January 21

Advocacy Committee 6:30pm
January 27 

Communications Committee 3pm

January 29

Book Club 7pm
# # #
Celebrations This Month

Warm wishes to everyone celebrating a birthday or an anniversary this month! We hope your days are filled with happiness, good health, and moments worth celebrating. Thank you for being part of the ACBVA family—we’re glad to celebrate you!
# 

A New Year, Moving Forward Together

As we begin a new year, the ACBVA team would like to thank you for being part of our community. We’re looking ahead with energy and purpose — planning new programs, strengthening advocacy efforts, and finding more ways to connect and support one another across Virginia.

We’re excited for what’s ahead and look forward to another year of working together.

Wishing you a positive and productive new year,

Your ACBVA Team

# # #
Announcements
ACBVA Board Member Spotlight! 

We are proud to celebrate Debra Hill, ACBVA Board Director and member, as she premieres her original praise play, Voices of Glory, on Saturday, January 31 at Imani Christian Center in Highland Springs, VA.

This inspiring production shares a message of resilience, love, and hope and will feature live audio description provided by Virginia Voice, making the performance accessible to blind and low vision audience members. The play will also be livestreamed on YouTube, with an option to donate directly to the ACBVA during the broadcast.
Join us in supporting Debra and celebrating the creativity and leadership within our ACBVA community!

#
💙 ACBVA Membership Drive Is On — Let’s Grow Together!

It’s time to renew, recruit, and rise with ACBVA!

Membership dues are just $15, and every member helps strengthen our collective voice across Virginia.

Already part of the ACBVA family? Fantastic! 

Now’s the perfect time to invite a friend (or three) to join. The more we grow, the more we can do — more advocacy, more programs, and more opportunities for our blind and low-vision community to shine. 

Bonus! Early Members Win Big:

We’re giving away three gift cards to celebrate early membership renewals!

· $30 drawing on January 16

· $20 drawing on March 6

💙 Join or renew today at: ACBVA.org/membership
[image: image1]
Remember: Your membership is not complete until you fill out the form and send payment.

Let’s make this our biggest membership year yet!

Together, we’re unstoppable. 
# # #
Fundraising Opportunities 
Support ACBVA’s Mission
Your contributions help us strengthen programs, expand advocacy, and empower our members across Virginia. Every purchase makes a difference. 
RaiseRight: Support ACBVA While You Shop

You can help ACBVA earn funds all year long simply by using RaiseRight. Buy gift cards for your regular shopping — groceries, gas, Amazon, restaurants, and more — and ACBVA receives a rebate from each purchase. It costs you nothing extra and can add up to $1,000+ per year per household.

Sign up today using our referral link:

https://www.raiseright.com/invite/web/email/RR-H9MJDPDQYQ
#
ACBVA Winter 50/50 Raffle Started December 1! 🎉
You could kick off the new year with cash in your pocket!

Half the pot goes to one lucky winner — the other half supports ACBVA’s work across Virginia.

Tickets: $5 each • 5 for $20

Drawing: January 15, 2026
Deadline: January 14 at 11:59 PM

Buy your tickets at ACBVA.org/donate

(Write “50/50 Drawing” in the note and cover PayPal fees

Zelle also accepted: treasurer@acbva.org

Your ticket numbers will be emailed once full payment is received.

You don’t need to be present to win — but you can’t win if you don’t play! 💙
#

ACBVA Swag
Show your ACBVA pride—wear it, carry it, share it. 

T-Shirts and Tote Bags – $25 each (+$5 shipping). Order at ACBVA.org/fundraising
[image: image2]
Email your order today  theresa@acbva.org
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💙 Fundraising is year-round—these make perfect holiday gifts!
# # #
ACBVA Committee Updates

Membership Committee
Our Membership Committee is here to connect, support, and make membership meaningful and fun. Have questions or ideas? Contact Theresa and RoseAnn at membership@acbva.org.

The next meeting will focus on developing the new member orientation videos and brainstorming ideas for how ACBVA can do more effective outreach, working with other consumer organizations and public and private agencies across the state. 
Next Meeting: Thursday, January 8 at 3 pm
#
Program Planning Committee

We brainstorm engaging topics, coordinate inspiring guest speakers, and make sure every meeting is informative, fun, and meaningful for our members. 
We are currently planning our winter & Spring programs. 

Have ideas, please contact Sam at  blink183@verizon.net or Sue

At s.bowmaster@cox.net
Next Meeting: Monday, January 19 at 7pm

#

Advocacy Committee
Advocacy Update

Building on the momentum from our convention session with Patrick Hope and Rodney Willett, the Advocacy Committee is moving forward with our priorities for the upcoming legislative session.

On January 22, we’ll be in Richmond to advocate for issues that matter to our community, including accessible absentee ballot electronic return, special education funding, expanding autonomous vehicle access in Virginia, and increasing the use of audible pedestrian signals.

If you’re passionate about making a difference and want to help shape ACBVA’s advocacy work, we’d love to have you join us!
Get involved! Contact RoseAnn at advocacy@acbva.org
Next meeting: Wednesday, January 21 at 6:30 PM
#
 Fundraising Committee

Join the Fundraising Committee!

We’re looking for creative, energetic members with fresh ideas to help keep ACBVA strong. From fun projects to community partnerships, your input can make a big impact.

If you’re ready to step up and shape the future of our fundraising efforts, we’d love to have you on the team!

Contact us today to get involved Lisa at prfctpsfrm@gmail.com 

 

Next Meeting: Rescheduled Monday, January 19 at 4:30pm 

#

Communications Committee

The Communications Committee is busy updating our website with a new resource page and a member's directory. Have suggestions or contacts to include? Email us at communications@acbva.org.

Next Meeting: January 27 at 3pm
# # #

ACBVA Activities

Fiber Arts Group

Join us the first Tuesdays on Zoom as we gather with the ACBVA Fiber Arts community for a relaxed, welcoming time of creativity and connection. Whether you crochet, knit, or simply enjoy good conversation, everyone is welcome.

This is just the beginning! More Zoom calls, flexible virtual and in-person meetups, skill-sharing, and community service projects are on the way. Stay tuned—exciting new ways to connect and give back are coming soon.
Not a member but interested in attending email theresa@acbva.org
Next Meeting – Tuesday, January 6 at 7pm

#
ACBVA Virtual Meetup

Grab a seat (and maybe a snack!) and join us on Zoom for friendly conversation, laughs, connection and make lasting relationships.
Don’t miss out!

Topic – New Year Goals and Planning
Not a member but interested in attending email theresa@acbva.org
NEXT Meeting: Tuesday, January 13 at 3:00pm

#
Monthly ACBVA Program

Each month, ACBVA hosts an engaging program designed to inform, connect, and empower our members. Topics range from advocacy and accessible technology to daily living tips and community resources—all with time for questions and conversation. Join us to learn something new, share ideas, and stay connected with the ACBVA community.

Next Meeting: Monday, January 12
at 7pm
#
Book Club

There was no meeting in November - Holiday Book Share: pick any PG-13, holiday-themed read and come ready to share a quick recap. We’ll also choose our January group read (available on BARD).

Not a member but interested in attending email Roseann@acbva.org
Next Meeting – Thursday, January 29 at 7pm
# # #
ACB Resources
ACB-Community-Events+subscribe@acblists.org 
Access community podcasts
Join our ACB Community Facebook group
Access the Community Support Committee
Join the ACB Club on Clubhouse
# # #
Business Partners
Check Out Our Business Partners!

Explore their websites to find local events, activities, and resources near you — plus more information about how they support our community.

· Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired: https://www.dbvi.virginia.gov/calendar.htm
· iBug Today: https://ibugtoday.org/events
· Foundation Fighting Blindness:  https://www.fightingblindness.org/events
· Hadley Helps: https://hadleyhelps.org/connect
· Sportable: https://sportable.org/
· Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington: https://www.youreyes.org/
· Patriot Vision Industries: https://patriotvisionindustries.com/
· The disAbility Resource Center of the Rappahannock Area, INC.:  https://www.cildrc.org/
· National Industries for the Blind: https://nib.org/
· Envision: https://www.enhancedvision.com/
· Guiding Eyes for the Blind: https://www.guidingeyes.org/
# # #
Vision and Eye Health Awareness Calendar
January:
· Braille Literacy Month
· Glaucoma Awareness Month
· World Braille Day: January 4
#
If you have a submission you would like to add please

send an email to communications@acbva.org
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