ACB of Virginia September Monthly Magnifier

Calendar of Events – September 2025

(Unless noted all times are EDT)

                   

September 2
Fiber Arts Group 7:00pm

September 8
Monthly Program 7:00pm

September 9
ACBVA Virtual Meetup 3:00pm

September 11
Membership Committee 3:00 pm

                        Convention Logistics Committee 7:00 pm

September 15
Program/Convention Planning 7:00pm

September 17
Advocacy Committee 6:30pm

September 18
ACBVA Board Meeting 7:30pm

September 22
Fundraising Committee 4:30pm

September 23
Communications Committee 3:00pm

September 25
Convention Logistics Committee 7:00 pm

Book Club 6:00pm

# # 
September Monthly Program
Join us for our next program meeting as we gear up for the 2025 ACBVA State Convention, happening October 17–19 in Fredericksburg. This is your opportunity to ask questions and find out additional information you may have missed. This year’s theme is “Together Again: Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!”

Here is a sneak peek at what is in store for convention weekend:

· Engaging workshops & panels

· Inspiring speakers

· Hands-on tech sessions

· Vendor room & silent auction

· Great meals & time to connect

· Live entertainment (and a few surprises!)

Learn more and register: acbva.org
Questions about the September 8 meeting or the convention? Contact RoseAnn Ashby at 703-403-0226 or info@acbva.org.

Don’t miss out — it’s the perfect time to reconnect, recharge, and rise with ACBVA!
In lieu of our October Program meeting, we will have our annual business meeting on the morning of October 19 at our state convention.
# #
Current Fundraising Opportunities
Support ACBVA’s Mission
Your contributions help us strengthen programs, expand advocacy, and empower our members across Virginia. Every purchase makes a difference.

 

ACBVA Swag
· Tote Bag- heavy-duty zippered royal blue bag with Logo
Size: 21" x 15" x 6" with 25"
Only $25 + $5 shipping

· T-shirt- lightweight white cotton tee with logo on front
Sizes available Small - 5x
Only $25 + $5 shipping

· Coming soon – coffee mug with logo

 

Contact Theresa at theresa@acbva.org
 

Scentsy Party (through the end of September)

Support the American Council of the Blind of Virginia by shopping our Scentsy fundraiser!

Shop now: Scentsy
For more info contact Amanda at amandainparadise777@gmail.com
Smell Good, Do Good! Join Our Scentsy Fundraiser

# #

ACBVA Committee Updates
 

Membership Committee
Our Membership Committee is dedicated to connecting with members, understanding their needs, and finding ways to engage and support everyone in our community. We strive to make membership meaningful fun, and rewarding for all. Reach out to Theresa and Roseann at membership@acbva.org with questions and ideas.

We will be continuing to reach out to the members for important updated contact information and survey along with news of upcoming Convention.

Next Meeting – Thursday, September 11 at 3 pm

 

Fundraising Committee
The Fundraising Committee is gearing up to make our upcoming ACBVA State Convention the best yet — and we need your help! No experience needed — just enthusiasm and ideas! We meet virtually and welcome all levels of involvement.

 

You can contact Lisa at prfctpsfrm@gmail.com | Margie at  margie.d@icloud.com
Next Meeting Monday, September 22 at 4:30pm

Convention Logistics  Committee
Help Us Plan a Deliciously Smooth Convention!

Are you planning to attend the ACBVA 2025 State Convention in Fredericksburg this October 17–19? If so, we’d really appreciate it if you could take a few quick steps to help us get things ready:

· Register online as soon as you can
· Pay your registration when you're able
· Book your hotel room (no payment due until check-in!)

· Convention Registration Form: Register here
· Hotel Reservation: Book your room here or call (540) 548-8822 (mention ACB or group code 90F)
· Donate an item for Auction contact Donna at catclover22@gmail.com
· Donate an item for a door prize contact Maria at mariaevangelista77@yahoo.com
 

Next Meetings – Thursday, September 11 at 7pm & September 25 at 6:00pm

 

Advocacy Committee
Accessible Voting and other Advocacy Initiatives
With the midterm elections approaching, ACBVA wants every member to know their rights to accessible in-person and absentee voting. We’re partnering with the Disability Law Center and others to share reliable information on our website.
Find Your Legislators
Not sure who represents you? We’re preparing simple, step-by-step instructions to help members find their state and federal legislators. This guide will also be posted on our website.

Preparing for the 2026 General Assembly

ACBVA is gearing up for an active role in the 2026 session. We’ll be learning how to:

· Identify key contacts and committees

· Understand budgets and session operations

· Define key imperatives to advocate for
· We’re also teaming up with Blind Veterans of Virginia to expand our advocacy know-how.
Convention Advocacy Session Preview
Here is what is planned for our convention’s advocacy session:

· Guest Speaker: Delegate Patrick Hope

· General Assembly 101

· ACBVA Imperative Conversation

· Legislator Lookup Demo

· Midterm Elections: Accessible Voting & Your Rights
Get Involved! Contact Roseann and Vinettea at advocacy@acbva.org
Your voice makes the difference.

Next Meeting – Wednesday, September 17 at 6:30pm

 

Program Planning Committee 
We brainstorm engaging topics, coordinate inspiring guest speakers, and make sure every meeting is informative, fun, and meaningful for our members.

 

We are currently planning Convention & other fall programs.

Have ideas, please contact Sam at  blink183@verizon.net or Sue at s.bowmaster@cox.net
 

Next Meeting – Monday, September 15 at 7pm

 

Communications Committee
The Communications Committee is staying connected with our partners to bring you the latest updates and resources. We’re also updating our website with new helpful information—if you have contacts or resources that could be valuable, please share them with us! Contact Theresa and Debra at communications@acbva.org
 

Next Meeting – Tuesday, September 23 at 3pm

# #

 

ACBVA Fun and Informative Activities
Monthly Program
This is YOUR chance to get the scoop on our 2025 Convention in Fredericksburg—packed with workshops, speakers, tech, vendors, and fun! Details & registration at acbva.org.

NEXT Meeting: Monday, September 8 at 7:00pm

ACBVA Virtual Meetup
Grab a seat (and maybe a snack!) and join us on Zoom for friendly conversation, laughs, and connection. Don’t miss it!

NEXT Meeting: Tuesday, September 9 at 3:00pm

Book Club
Here is the list of books discussed during the August meeting.
Conclave by Robert Harris, DB86642 – This book is fictional but is true in its descriptions of the process used to elect a new pope. The book features intrigues and rivalries among the papal candidates, often fueled by their particular regional alliance (American, Italian, Asian, African). Often the candidates’ past came back to haunt them in interesting ways. This is the book on which the recent movie by the same name was based.

The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat and Other Clinical Tales by Oliver Sacks, DB23901 – Explores the lives of individuals with neurological disabilities that alter the way they think. Written by a doctor who has understanding and compassion for the individuality of his patients. Very interesting to anyone who studied neurology or psychology.

 

Homestand: Small Town Baseball and the Fight for the Soul of America by Will Bardenwerper, DB128016 – This book describes what happens as major league teams are closing down the minor league teams that were enjoyed by people living in small towns across America. In many ways it is a sad commentary on the changes taking place in our society, since those teams often brought together people in their community in special and friendly ways, now lost to us.

 

Next Meeting – Thursday, September 25 at 7pm

 

Fiber Arts Group
“Stitching Connections, One Loop at a Time”

Join us for our next Fiber Arts Group meeting as we share patterns, swap ideas, and craft with purpose! Whether you knit, crochet, loom, or just love fiber art, there’s a place for you here.

Donated 200 worry worms to local schools and the Veterans Hospital.

Big shout out to

· Michaun Harrison for coordinating this effort

· South Stafford Fiber Arts Group & Gail Witherstone for their contribution in creating these cute little critters

 

Want to give back to the community? Contact Theresa at theresa@acbva.org
Next Meeting – Tuesday, September 2 at 7pm

 

Voices of Vision
We are excited to announce the launch of Voices of Vision, a biweekly 30-minute Zoomcast featuring inspiring interviews with leaders and changemakers in the blind and low vision community.

Hosted by Debra Hill and Maria Evangelista, the show is recorded live with audio and video. The shows are available on our website, YouTube and our Facebook group.
Our premiere episode feature Roseann sharing insights about the

American Council of Blind of Virginia—our mission, goals, and the many ways we serve as a proud ACB affiliate. Keep on the lookout for more exciting and informative episodes. You can view these episodes on the ACBVA Website, Facebook, & YouTube.
 

Next Shows – All about our convention featuring

Roseann Ashby

Sam Joel & Vicki Ratcliff

More to come

# #
News from our Partners
 

Virginia Voice
September 18 4:30-7:00pm at James River Cellars Winery to celebrate 47 years of creating access to print materials, arts, and culture fir individuals with blindness and other disabilities. For more information check Virginia Voice website

 

Tours & Shows
· Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens Tour September 6 at 11:00 AM
· Flying Squirrels Baseball September 14 1:35 PM (sponsored by MEDRVA)
· Night Must Fall Swift Creek Mill Theatre September 28 2:30 PM

 

Call Virginia Voice 804 266 2477 to reserve your spot!

 

Foundation Fighting Blindness
Thyroid Eye Disease Webinar September 20 at 12:00 pm Register Here
 

APH Connects
Bringing Traditional Braille Writers into the Digital Age

September 23 at 3pm Register Here
 

Employment Connections: Cover Letter and Resume with JAWS and WORD
September 25 at 6:00 pm Register Here
 

Metropolitan Washington Ear – Audio Described

Mclean Community Players will be offering audio description with

Round House Theatre, Arena National, Olney, Shakespeare, and the McLean Community Players Inheritance pt 1 (Round House)

Description: 9/27/25 at 1 pm

Round House Theatre proudly presents The Inheritance—the most awarded play of our generation— performed in a breathtaking two-part theatrical event. Winner of the Tony, Olivier, Drama Desk, Critics’ Circle, Evening Standard, and Drama League Awards for Best Play, Matthew López’s epic masterpiece instantly became a modern classic. Hailed as “a vast, heartfelt, and hugely ambitious” (The Guardian) work, The Inheritance follows a group of young gay men in New York as they wrestle with love, legacy, and the shadow of the AIDS crisis. Deeply moving and bitingly funny, this unforgettable production asks: What do we owe those who came before us, and what will we leave behind? Presented in repertory, Parts One and Two create an extraordinary, once-in-a-lifetime experience. “The most important American play of the century so far” (The Telegraph), The Inheritance is more than a play—it’s an event that will stay with you forever. 

 

Merry Wives (Shakespeare)

Description: 9/27/25 at 2pm

William Shakespeare’s farce gets a joyful spin from Jocelyn Bioh (Jaja’s African Hair Braiding), dropping the debaucherous Falstaff into the melting pot of modern Harlem. Short on cash, Falstaff pursues the purses of two sharp-witted West African wives. As their proud husbands’ suspicions rise, the wives cook up a scheme to shame the would-be homewrecker and prove that “wives may be merry, and yet honest too” in this “spirited, sharp, and silly” (Variety) celebration. Taylor Reynolds (Fat Ham) makes her STC directorial debut in the play’s regional premiere.

More information about these please contact Sara at sara@washear.org
 

Reston VIP in person Meeting

A Low Vision Support Group for people who are Low Vision or

Blind, Friends and Family – ALL are Welcome!

September 5 from 2:00 – 4:00 pm at the Reston Regional Library in the Teen Area.

 

Exchange ideas, resources, and friendship with others conquering vision decline.

 

Department of the Blind and Vision Impaired (DBVI)
Join George Mason University at Learn-to-Play Beep Baseball Clinic.
We are excited to let you know that the Learn-to-Play Beep Baseball Clinic will return this year as part of the National Beep Baseball Association All-Star Weekend.

October 3 & 4 at George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia. For more information visit here
 
ACB Resources
ACB-Community-Events+subscribe@acblists.org
Access community podcasts
Join our ACB Community Facebook group
Access the Community Support Committee
Join the ACB Club on Clubhouse
 

Vision and Eye Health Awareness Calendar
 

September: 
· CVI Awareness
· National Guide Dog Month
 

If you have a submission you would like to add please send an email to communications@acbva.org
ACBVA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)

  

ACBVA Website
Facebook
YouTube
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