 
ACB of Virginia Monthly Magnifier

Calendar of Events – November 2025

November 2
Daylight Savings Time 

November 4
Fiber Arts – Canceled




Election Day

November 6
Membership Committee Meeting 3:00PM
November 10
Monthly Program 7:00PM
November 11
Virtual Meetup 3:00PM

Veterans Day

November 17
Program Planning Committee Meeting 7:00PM 
November 19
Advocacy Committee Meeting 6:30PM
November 20
ACBVA Board Meeting 7:30PM 

November 24
Fundraising Committee Meeting 4:30PM

November 25
Communications Committee Meeting – Canceled

November 27
Book Club - Canceled
Thanksgiving

# # #
Announcements
Congratulations to Our 50/50 Raffle Winner!

We have our winner! The results are in from our ACBVA 50/50 raffle, and the lucky ticket belongs to…

Peter Brown! 

Congratulations, Peter — you’re taking home $592.50!

The total raffle pot reached $1,065, which means ACBVA also receives $592.50 to support our programs, outreach, and advocacy work across Virginia.
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A huge thank-you to everyone who purchased tickets and helped make this fundraiser such a success. Every dollar raised helps us continue our mission to empower and uplift the blind and low-vision community.

Photo Description:

A screenshot taken during the live Zoom call shows a bright yellow and red digital spinner wheel shared on-screen. The wheel has just landed on the winning name — Peter Brown — displayed in bold letters at the center. The colorful wheel was screen-shared so everyone on the Zoom call could follow along as the winner was chosen.

Stay tuned — our next raffle and fundraising events are coming soon!

#
 A Heartfelt Thank You to Our 2025 ACBVA Convention Sponsors!

Our 2025 State Convention was a huge success — and it wouldn’t have been possible without the generous support of our sponsors and friends. Your contributions helped make this year’s event one to remember!

We’re deeply grateful for your partnership, generosity, and continued belief in ACBVA’s mission to empower the blind and low-vision community across Virginia and beyond.

Individual Sponsors

· Jim & Davida Luehrs – Reston, Virginia

· Martin Pfeiffer – Springfield, Virginia

· Chris Jennings – Arlington, Virginia

· Larry Moye – West Boylston, Massachusetts

· Reverend JanettaRose Green & Maria Dipasquantonio – McLean, Virginia
Corporate & Organizational Sponsors

· Aquilano Salon
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· Computers for the Blind (CFTB)
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· iBug Today
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· Selvas BLV
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· Vanda Pharmaceuticals
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Your kindness and dedication help ACBVA continue to grow, serve, and advocate for a more inclusive tomorrow.

From all of us at ACBVA — thank you for standing with us! 💙✨
#
November ACBVA Program: Exploring Waymap – Navigation Without Limits

Join us on Monday, November 10, at 7:00 p.m. for our next ACBVA program featuring Waymap, an innovative navigation app that helps users travel independently — indoors, outdoors, and even underground — without relying on GPS or external signals!

Founded in 2017 by Dr. Tom Pey, Waymap began as his vision to make navigation truly accessible. After losing his sight at 39, Dr. Pey — a former investment banker, professional dancer, and CEO of the Royal Society for Blind Children — teamed up with world-class mathematicians and technologists to develop what’s now called a “Smart Step System.” Today, Waymap is already in use throughout the WMATA transit system in the Washington, D.C. area.

We’re honored to welcome Dr. Pey and members of the Waymap team as our guest speakers!

Learn more about Waymap here: https://www.waymapnav.com/about
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Want to get to know Dr. Pey before the meeting? Check out his interview on the Living Blindfully podcast:

Episode 192 – Waymap: A New Navigation Technology
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To receive Zoom information for the November meeting, please email info@acbva.org.
#
2026 ACBVA Membership Drive
💙 ACBVA Membership Drive Is On — Let’s Grow Together!

It’s time to renew, recruit, and rise with ACBVA!

Membership dues are just $15, and every member helps strengthen our collective voice across Virginia.

Already part of the ACBVA family? Fantastic! 

Now’s the perfect time to invite a friend (or three) to join. The more we grow, the more we can do — more advocacy, more programs, and more opportunities for our blind and low-vision community to shine. 

Bonus! Early Members Win Big:

We’re giving away three gift cards to celebrate early membership renewals!

· $50 drawing on December 5 – to be eligible, you must be registered and paid before December 5.

· $30 drawing on January 16

· $20 drawing on March 6

💙 Join or renew today at: ACBVA.org/membership
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Remember: Your membership is not complete until you fill out the form and send payment.

Let’s make this our biggest membership year yet!

Together, we’re unstoppable. 
#
ACBVA Advocacy: What’s Next
The ACBVA Advocacy Committee is gearing up for another powerful season — and we’ve got some exciting plans in the works following our incredible convention session with Delegates Patrick Hope and Rodney Willett. 
Want to know what’s next? Join us at our next meeting November 19 at 6:30PM
#
Voices of Vision – November Episode

Join us in November for ACBVA’s Voices of Vision Zoomcast featuring Michaun Harrison — a vision-impaired veteran and ACBVA member sharing a powerful perspective on service and strength.

Watch on all our social media platforms and send your show ideas to Debra and Maria at communications@acbva.org.

# # #
Fundraising Opportunities 
Support ACBVA’s Mission
Your contributions help us strengthen programs, expand advocacy, and empower our members across Virginia. Every purchase makes a difference. 
ACBVA Swag
· Tote Bag- heavy-duty zippered royal blue bag with Logo
 Size: 21" x 15" x 6" with 25"          Only $25 + $5 shipping

· T-shirt- light weight white cotton tee with logo on front
Sizes available Small-5x

   
    Only $25 + $5 shipping
· Coffee mug with logo (2 remaining)                      Only $10 + $5 shipping


Order TODAY!!  https://acbva.org/fundraising/ 
Questions and to order Mug please Email theresa@acbva.org 
# # #
ACBVA Committee Updates

Membership Committee
Our Membership Committee is here to connect, support, and make membership meaningful and fun. Have questions or ideas? Contact Theresa and RoseAnn at membership@acbva.org.

The next meeting will focus on the new member orientation videos and the upcoming membership drive.

Next Meeting: Thursday, November 6 at 3 pm
#
Fundraising Committee

Join the Fundraising Committee!

We’re looking for creative, energetic members with fresh ideas to help keep ACBVA strong. From fun projects to community partnerships, your input can make a big impact.

If you’re ready to step up and shape the future of our fundraising efforts, we’d love to have you on the team!
Contact us today to get involved Lisa at prfctpsfrm@gmail.com | Theresa at fundraising@acbva.org
 
Next Meeting: Monday, November 24 at 4:30pm 
#
Advocacy Committee
Standing Up, Speaking Out — ACBVA Advocacy This Winter
The Advocacy Committee is building on the success of our convention session featuring Virginia Delegates Patrick Hope and Rodney Willett. We’ll continue the conversation by setting our legislative priorities for this winter’s session in Richmond.

If you’re passionate about making a difference and want to help shape ACBVA’s advocacy work, we’d love to have you join us!
Get involved! Contact RoseAnn at advocacy@acbva.org
Next meeting: Wednesday, November 19 at 6:30 PM
#
 

Program Planning Committee

We brainstorm engaging topics, coordinate inspiring guest speakers, and make sure every meeting is informative, fun, and meaningful for our members. 
We are currently planning our winter programs. 
Have ideas, please contact Sam at  blink183@verizon.net or Sue
At s.bowmaster@cox.net
Next Meeting: Monday, November 17 at 7pm
#
Communications Committee

The Communications Committee is busy updating our website with a new resource page and a member's directory. Have suggestions or contacts to include? Email us at communications@acbva.org.

Happy Holidays from the Communications Committee 
Next Meeting: Canceled until the new year
# # #

ACBVA Activities

ACBVA Virtual Meetup

Grab a seat (and maybe a snack!) and join us on Zoom for friendly conversation, laughs, connection and some holiday cheer.
Don’t miss out!

Let’s honor our Veterans!!
NEXT Meeting: Tuesday, November 11 at 3:00pm

#
Book Club

Here is the list of books discussed during the October meeting.
 Books for ACBVA Book Club of Oct. 23, 2025

 

Truly by Lionel Richie, on Audible - This new memoir about the famous singer and prolific songwriter spans four decades. He discusses his marriages and his relationship with his father. This book was just published.

 

Return to the Four Kingdoms a series by Melanie Cellier, four titles are available on Bard. These are retellings of fairy tales. The author has written previous books that you might want to read first on Audible or Libby.

 

Seeing Miss Heartstone: A Regency Romance by Nichole Van, DBC20421 – Strong female lead who runs a business empire, secretly becomes a business partner with a man, who she eventually falls in love with. He has no idea that his secret business partner is a woman.

 

A Discovery of Witches by Deborah Harkness, DB72649 – this book describes witches and vampires and how they became what they are. It describes paranormal events and was a bestseller. 

 

Strangers in Time: A World War II Novel by David Baldacci, DB128900 – This novel, based in London during the blitz, brings together 14-year-old Charlie, 15-year-old Molly, and Ignatius Oliver, a bookshop owner who befriends and cares for them. It is a touching story about how love and caring in a war-torn and devastated place can overcome pain and loss. Very different from the typical mysteries Baldacci writes.

 

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie, DB39507 – Hercule Poirot has been called back to England and is traveling home by way of the Orient Express. While the train is stranded by a snowstorm, a murder occurs. Investigation shows that the dead man, Mr. Ratchet’s, was traveling under a false name and was the person responsible for a terrible kidnapping that had taken place several years earlier. Poirot's first interviews with all passengers yield nothing--then he questions them again.

 

The unlikely pilgrimage of Harold Fry: a novel by Rachel Joyce, DB76196 - 
Six months after retiring, Harold Fry receives a letter from former coworker Queenie Hennessy, who is dying of cancer. Intending to post a reply, Harold instead walks the length of England to personally deliver his note, leaving behind his wife Maureen. Along the way Harold ruminates on his life. (the first in the series) 

 
The love song of Miss Queenie Hennessy: a novel by Rachel Joyce, DB81012 - 

Queenie, who wrote the letter to Harold in The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, chronicles her side of the story, and describes the letter she did not send to Harold. She reflects on her life of the past twenty years and follows Harold's progress. (the second in the series) 

 

Maureen: a novel by Rachel Joyce, DB112523 - Maureen and Harold Fry have settled into a quiet life, but whenn an unexpected message from the North disturbs their peaceful equilibrium, Maureen realizes that it’s now her turn to make a journey. By turns outspoken, then vulnerable, she struggles to form bonds with the people she meets—and the landscape she crosses has radically changed. Maureen has no sense of what she will find at the end of the road. All she knows is that she must get there. A deeply felt, lyrical, and powerful novel, Maureen explores love, loss, and how we come to terms with the past in order to understand ourselves a little better. (the third in the series) 

 

The Race to Be Myself: by Caster Semenya , on Audible –This autobiography is about a South African female runner who was banned from racing because of her high testosterone level and her fight to achieve success on her own terms.

 

Hunting Game by Candice Fox, on Audible: NYPD Detective Esme "Es" Compran is caught in a cat-and-mouse game when a child is kidnapped. Her investigation becomes complicated by the victim's father being a controversial CEO, her own daughter's illness, a suspicious FBI agent, and a case that points to her ex-husband. Es must navigate a treacherous path to protect her family while confronting secrets and moral ambiguity. 

Next Meeting – Thursday, December 11 at 7pm
#
Fiber Arts Group
Stitching Connections, One Loop at a Time

Our Fiber Arts Group has been a source of creativity, friendship, and giving back. But lately, participation has dropped, and we don’t want to lose this program.

We’d love your ideas—whether it’s new meeting times, formats, or projects—to help keep the group thriving. Join us to share patterns, swap ideas, and craft with purpose.

Share your thoughts with Theresa at theresa@acbva.org.

Next Meeting – Tuesday, December 2 at 7pm
# # #

ACB Resources
ACB-Community-Events+subscribe@acblists.org 
Access community podcasts
Join our ACB Community Facebook group
Access the Community Support Committee
Join the ACB Club on Clubhouse
# # #
Business Partners
Check Out Our Business Partners!

Explore their websites to find local events, activities, and resources near you — plus more information about how they support our community.

· Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired: https://www.dbvi.virginia.gov/calendar.htm
· iBug Today: https://ibugtoday.org/events
· Foundation Fighting Blindness:  https://www.fightingblindness.org/events
· Hadley Helps: https://hadleyhelps.org/connect
· Sportable: https://sportable.org/
· Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington: https://www.youreyes.org/
· Patriot Vision Industries: https://patriotvisionindustries.com/
· The disAbility Resource Center of the Rappahannock Area, INC.:  https://www.cildrc.org/
· National Industries for the Blind: https://nib.org/
· Envision: https://www.enhancedvision.com/
· Guiding Eyes for the Blind: https://www.guidingeyes.org/
# # #
Vision and Eye Health Awareness Calendar
November:
· Diabetic Eye Disease Month
If you have a submission you would like to add please

send an email to communications@acbva.org
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