  
ACB of Virginia Monthly Magnifier
Calendar of Events – October 2025

October 02	Membership Committee Meeting at 3:00pm
October 07	Fiber Arts CANCELED
October 14 	ACBVA Virtual Meetup at 3:00pm 
October 15	Advocacy Committee Meeting at 6:30pm
October 17	ACBVA 2025 Convention check-in starts at 5:00pm
October 18	Convention with programs starting at 9:00am
October 19 	Annual Membership Business Meeting at 9:00am
October 20	Program Planning Committee at 7:00pm
October 23	Book Club at 7:00pm
October 27	Fundraising Committee Meeting at 4:30pm 
October 28	Communications Committee Meeting at 3:00pm
# # #


ACBVA 2025 State Convention
ACBVA 2025 State Convention – At a Glance
October 17–19, 2025
Hilton Garden Inn, Fredericksburg, VA
Theme: Together Again – Reconnect, Recharge, and Rise!
Friday, Oct 17
Hospitality • Icebreaker • Leadership Workshop
Saturday, Oct 18
Advocacy • Household Management • Vendor Showcase • Emergency Preparedness • Fall Prevention • Tech & AI • Banquet & Silent Auction

Sunday, Oct 19
Annual Membership Business Meeting • DBVI Presentation & Public Hearing • Farewell

Register by October 3, it’s not too late!

Do these 3 quick things to help us prepare:
Register TODAY online
Pay your registration fee
Book your hotel (no payment due until check-in!)
Register here.   https://acbva.org/convention-2025 | Book your hotel at (540) 548-8822 (use ACB / code 90F). Questions? Email RoseAnn & Theresa at convention@acbva.org
Can’t make it to Fredericksburg for the convention?
[bookmark: _Int_2ZaAuWjE]No worries join us virtually for just $10! Register by October 15 at ACBVA.org
# # #


2026 ACBVA Membership Dues

It’s that time again—renew your membership in October! 
Dues are just $13 if paid by October 31, 2025—even if members vote to raise dues at the Annual Membership Meeting.

Renew today! The membership form and payment options are available at: https://acbva.org/membership/
# # #


Fundraising Opportunities 
Support ACBVA’s Mission
Your contributions help us strengthen programs, expand advocacy, and empower our members across Virginia. Every purchase makes a difference. 

ACBVA Swag
· Tote Bag- heavy-duty zippered royal blue bag with Logo
 Size: 21" x 15" x 6" with 25"          Only $25 + $5 shipping
· T-shirt- light weight white cotton tee with logo on front
Sizes available Small-5x		   Only $25 + $5 shipping
· Coming soon – coffee mug with logo

Order TODAY!!  https://acbva.org/fundraising/


Scentsy Party (through the end of October)
Support the American Council of the Blind of Virginia by shopping our Scentsy fundraiser!
Shop now: Scentsy
For more info contact Amanda at amandainparadise777@gmail.com 
Smell Good, Do Good! Join Our Scentsy Fundraiser 
# # #
ACBVA Committee Updates

Membership Committee
Our Membership Committee is here to connect, support, and make membership meaningful and fun. Have questions or ideas? Contact Theresa and RoseAnn at membership@acbva.org.

The next meeting will focus on the new member orientation videos and the upcoming membership drive.

Next Meeting: Thursday, October 2 at 3 pm


Fundraising Committee
Join the Fundraising Committee!
We’re looking for creative, energetic members with fresh ideas to help keep ACBVA strong. From fun projects to community partnerships, your input can make a big impact.
If you’re ready to step up and shape the future of our fundraising efforts, we’d love to have you on the team!
Contact us today to get involved Lisa at prfctpsfrm@gmail.com | Theresa at fundraising@acbva.org
 
Next Meeting: Monday, October 27 at 4:30pm 

Advocacy Committee 
Advocacy & Accessible Voting

With midterm elections coming, ACBVA is making sure every member knows their rights to accessible in-person and absentee voting. We’re posting reliable resources on our website.
We’re also preparing tools to help you find your legislators, plus gearing up for an active role in the 2026 General Assembly alongside Blind Veterans of Virginia.
Convention Preview: Delegate Patrick Hope and Delegate Rodney Willette, General Assembly 101, ACBVA Imperatives, Legislator Lookup Demo, and Accessible Voting.
Get involved! Contact RoseAnn and Vinettea at advocacy@acbva.org
Next meeting: Wednesday, October 15 at 6:30 PM

Program Planning Committee 
We brainstorm engaging topics, coordinate inspiring guest speakers, and make sure every meeting is informative, fun, and meaningful for our members. 

We are currently planning our fall & winter programs. 
Have ideas, please contact Sam at  blink183@verizon.net or Sue
At s.bowmaster@cox.net

Next Meeting: Monday, October 20 at 7pm


Communications Committee 
The Communications Committee is busy updating our website with a new resource page and a member's directory. Have suggestions or contacts to include? Email us at communications@acbva.org.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 27 at 3pm
# # #


ACBVA Activities

ACBVA Virtual Meetup
Grab a seat (and maybe a snack!) and join us on Zoom for friendly conversation, laughs, connection and some last-minute convention
Q&A. Don’t miss out!
 
NEXT Meeting: Tuesday, October 14 at 3:00pm

Book Club
Here is the list of books discussed during the September meeting.
 
Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie, DB39507 – A hercule Poirot mystery with lots of characters. The author is “teaching” the reader to be a detective in the way she uses the lead detective to explain how to look at the clues to solve the mystery.
 
Vera Wong’s Unsolicited Advice for Murderers by Jesse Sutanto – DB113039 – This book, one of a series, has an older lady protagonist who is very funny and who loves to solve mysteries. One of her pastimes is cooking and taking food to people. She owns a tea shop and that is where she finds a dead body. 
 
Vera Wong’s Guide for Snooping (on a Dead Man) by Jesse Sutanto, DB128361 – Another very funny mystery by this author. She helps to solve the mystery of a dead man who is fished out of the water.
 
Other Minds: the octopus, the sea, and the deep origins of consciousness by Peter Godfrey-Smith, DB87841 – The author, a philosopher, looks at cephalopods and compares their brains to ours. He brings in research to support statements made in the book.
 
The Overstory by Richard Powers, DB94190 - A group of nine strangers are tied together by their shared desire to protect one of the last virgin forests in America. Bestseller.
 
The Widower’s Wife: A Thriller by Cate Holahan, DB128362 – Centers on a couple who develop a pact to fake their death to get life insurance money and one double-crosses the other. Very interesting premise for the mystery and an interesting ending.
 
Guilty: A Gripping Psychological Thriller by Laura Elliot, DB126887 – A mystery that explores how media can distort the truth to put an innocent man behind bars—and what he does to get back at the journalist who caused him so much pain and distress in his life.
 
Balancing Act: The Authorized Biography of Angela Lansburyby Martin Gottfried, DB48837 – The actress maintained a belief in the importance of having a balance between personal life and career. The book looks at the actress's offstage accomplishments and her success in the movies, on Broadway, and on television. 


Next Meeting – Thursday, October 23 at 7pm

Fiber Arts Group
Stitching Connections, One Loop at a Time
Our Fiber Arts Group has been a source of creativity, friendship, and giving back. But lately, participation has dropped, and we don’t want to lose this program.
We’d love your ideas—whether it’s new meeting times, formats, or projects—to help keep the group thriving. Join us to share patterns, swap ideas, and craft with purpose.
Share your thoughts with Theresa at theresa@acbva.org.

Next Meeting – Tuesday, November 2 at 7pm
# # #


 Announcements

Book clubs:
National Library Service
If you are blind or print disabled, you are eligible for services from the National Library Services so that you can receive free audio or braille books on loan. In Virginia, the regional library is in Richmond and is run by the Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired. To get more information and to see a list of frequently asked questions, visit https://www.dbvi.virginia.gov/library_resourcecenter.htm You can also call 804-371-3661 or  800-552-7015 (toll free).


The Prevention of Blindness Society of Metropolitan Washington (POB) has a book club that meets every other month on the first Friday at 11:00. It is called “POB Reads” and is facilitated by Kim Robertson. If you are interested in joining, call POB at 202-234-1010. The next meeting is November 7.
 
The Fairfax County Public Library has an Access Services Book Club that meets the first Thursday of each month at 11:00. The book club is facilitated by various staff members. You do not have to be a Fairfax County resident to participate. For more information call 703-324-8380. The next meeting is October 2.

 
 IBUGToday has a book club that meets the second Thursday of each month at 7:30. For more information, visit https://ibugtoday.org/ Individuals in the group take turns facilitating the sessions. The next meeting is October 9.

Central Rappahannock Regional Library (CRRL) and the Rappahannock County Library offer a variety of digital resources you can enjoy from home. With a library card, you can:
· hoopla – Instantly stream or download eBooks, audiobooks, movies, TV, music, and more—no waiting.
· Libby (OverDrive) – Borrow eBooks, eAudiobooks, and magazines.
· Online Learning – Explore courses in topics from crafts to accounting.
· Mobile Apps – Manage your account, place holds, and check events with the CRRL app or Libby.
· Dial a Story (Rappahannock County Library) – Children can call in to hear stories anytime.
Get started by visiting CRRL website https://www.librarypoint.org/   or get the CRRL app and log in with your library card and PIN.
# # #


ACB Resources
ACB-Community-Events+subscribe@acblists.org 
Access community podcasts
Join our ACB Community Facebook group
Access the Community Support Committee
Join the ACB Club on Clubhouse
# # #

Vision and Eye Health Awareness Calendar


October:
· Vision Awareness Month
· World Blindness Awareness Month
· Meet the Blind Month
· World Sight Day (second Thursday of October)
· October 5: World Teachers' Day (UNESCO)
· October 15: White Cane Day
· October 15: Blind Americans Equality Day  
· October 14-19 National Braille Week
· Home Eye Safety Month  


If you have a submission you would like to add please
send an email to communications@acbva.org

ACBVA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3)


© 2025 American Council of the Blind of Virginia (ACBVA). All rights reserved.
Communications Co-Chairs
Theresa Breeden – Editor
Debra Hill – Co-editor

