ACB of Virginia Monthly Magnifier
Calendar of Events - August 2025
(Unless noted all times are EDT)

                         

August 2        BITS Mentoring Hour (ACB Community Zoom Call)  11am

                        iBUG Unplugged – 8pm Debra Hill

August 5        Fiber Arts 7 pm      

August 7        Membership Committee Meeting 3 pm

                        Convention Logistics Committee Meeting 7pm                                            

August 11     Monthly Program 7 pm   

August 12     Virtual Meet Up 3 pm

August 16     BITS Mentoring Hour (ACB Community Zoom Call)  11am

                        Scentsy Zoom Party 3pm

August 18     Program Committee Meeting. 7pm

August 20     Advocacy Meeting 6:30pm

August 21     Board Meeting 7 pm CANCELED

                        Convention Logistics Committee Meeting 7pm

August 25     Fundraising Committee 4:30pm

August 26     Communications Committee 3pm        

August 28     Book Club 7pm       

 

 

August Monthly Program
Speaker: Meet Cindy Labon and Mr. Goodman!

Get ready for a lively and inspiring program in August! Our guest speaker is Cindy Labon, president of CAGDU (Capital Area Guide Dog Users). She’ll be joining us with her second guide dog, a charming black lab named Mr. Goodman.

Cindy and Mr. Goodman have tackled everything from conventions and cruises to the Polar Bear Swim! And if that’s not impressive enough, one of Mr. Goodman’s puppies has daughters who attended Harvard—and yes, he even spent a semester there himself!

Don’t miss this engaging session filled with heartwarming stories, helpful insights, and a few laughs along the way.

Next Program Meeting – Monday, August 11 at 7 pm

 

 

Fundraising
 

ACBVA Swag
·      Tote Bag

heavy-duty zippered tote bag with Logo Size: 21" x 15" x 6" with 25" straps

Navy blue with a deep outside pocket

Only $25 + $5 shipping

·      More to come

  

Scentsy Party (through the end of August)

🎉 Let’s PARTY for ADVOCACY! 🎉 Zoom Party August 16 at 3pm

Support the American Council of the Blind of Virginia by shopping our Scentsy fundraiser!

👉 Shop now: Scentsy
For more info send email to RoseAnn@acbva.org
🕯️🎉 Smell Good, Do Good! Join Our Scentsy Fundraiser

ACB Brenda Dillon Walk (through the end of August)
Step By Step Together with the Virginia Hams during ACB National Convention in July in person or virtually, every step counts. For more info click here -> Steps
 

Members in the Spotlight
·      Debra Hill will be performing on iBUG Unplugged Saturday, August 2 at 7pm CENTRAL TIME Zoom Information
·      Theresa Breeden’s interview with our own Lamont Crawley on Shards of Light Program check it out on Virginia Voice
Committee Updates
 

Membership Committee
Membership Committee will be reaching out to the members for important updated contact information and survey along with news of upcoming Convention.

Next Meeting – Thursday, August 7 at 3 pm

 

Fundraising Committee
Scentsy- Smell Good, Do Good! Zoom Party August 16

ACBVA Swag – tote bags still available

Next Meeting – Monday, August 25 at 4:30pm
Convention Logistics  Committee
🛎️ Help Us Plan a Deliciously Smooth Convention!

Are you planning to attend the ACBVA 2025 State Convention in Fredericksburg this October 17–19? If so, we’d really appreciate it if you could take a few quick steps to help us get things ready:

✅ Register online as soon as you can
✅ Pay your registration when you're able
✅ Book your hotel room (no payment due until check-in!)

Doing these three simple things early makes a big difference—especially when it comes to food planning. We want to make sure there's plenty to enjoy, and we definitely don’t want anyone going home hungry!

Bonus: Register by September 1 and you’ll be entered to win a $25 gift card—just our way of saying thanks for being on the ball!

🧳 Convention Registration Form: Register here
🏨 Hotel Reservation: Book your room here or call (540) 548-8822 (mention ACB or group code 90F)

 

Next Meeting – Thursday, August 7 7pm & August 21 7pm

 

Advocacy Committee
Your voice matters Join the ACBVA Advocacy Committee!

 Your ideas matter. Let’s make change—together.
Please join us and be part of the conversation!

Next Meeting – Wednesday, August 20 at 6:30pm
 

Program Planning Committee 
Planning Convention & other fall programs

Next Meeting – Monday, August 18 at 7pm

 

Communications Committee
🎙️ New Show Alert: Voices of Vision
ACBVA is launching Voices of Vision, a biweekly 30-minute Zoomcast featuring inspiring interviews with leaders and changemakers in the blind and low vision community.

Hosted by Debra Hill and Maria Evangelista, the show will stream live and be available on our website and YouTube channel.

📅 Premieres this September!
📬 Send guest ideas to: communications@acbva.org  

Voices of Vision — where insight meets inspiration.

Next Meeting – Tuesday, August 23 at 3pm

 Book Club
Here is the list of books discussed at the July meeting.

Books for ACBVA Book Club 7-24-2025

·      AI For Life: 100 Plus Ways To Make Your Life Easier, More Productive and Fun, By Celia Quillian, db127341 – This book is very helpful and informative and discussed ways to use AI that people might not know about. This book explains how to frame questions so that you get the information you want. One unique way to use AI is to list ingredients in your refrigerator and it will spit out recipes. The book also helps people in their writing, e.g., preparing resumes.

 

·      How to Know A Person by David Brooks, DB74120 – This book is fascinating and talks about ways to communicate deeply with others so that you truly know them and they also truly know you.

 

·      Into the Fire by Irene Hannon, DB124456 – This book combines mystery and romance. It centers on a young Christian couple who grow to love one another, both of whom have had troubled childhoods. One is a woman who is a fire investigator for the county and the other is a man who works for the Department of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. They band together to solve a series of arsons., and the book has some unexpected twists.

 

·      Blood Moon by Sandra Brown, DB128435 – This suspenseful mystery takes place in Louisiana and centers on detective John Bowie who is trying to solve a series of kidnappings/murders that occur at the blood moon (a red moon occurring during a lunar eclipse). He teams up with a female investigative reporter who produces a true crime show in New York—and the sparks between them fly as they solve these crimes.

 

Next Meeting – Thursday, August 28 at 7pm

 

Fiber Arts Group
“Stitching Connections, One Loop at a Time”
Join us for our next Fiber Arts Group meeting as we share patterns, swap ideas, and craft with purpose! Whether you knit, crochet, loom, or just love fiber art, there’s a place for you here.

Donated 4 Blankets, 10 scarves & 25 worry worms to SERV

Want to give back to the community? Contact Theresa
Next Meeting – Tuesday, August 5 at 7pm

News from our Partners
·      American Council of the Blind

ACB INSPIRE Mentoring Program – Apply Starting July 18!

Applications for the 2025–2026 INSPIRE Mentoring Program open Friday, July 18 and close Monday, August 18 at 11:59 PM ET.

Visit the links below to find the Mentee/Explorer and Mentor/Guide applications.

o   Mentee/Explorer Application
o   Mentor/Guide Application
Communicate with the ACB INSPIRE Mentoring Team by sending email to: acb.mentoring@gmail.com. If it is more feasible to call, dial 409-866-5838.

 

·      Virginia Department of the Blind and Vision Impaired

Live Active, Live Healthy, Live Modern
2025 Senior Retreats

Sunday – Thursday August 10 - 14, 2025

Sunday – Thursday August 17 - 21, 2025

For more information contact your

o   DBVI Rehabilitation Teacher

o   Vocational Rehabilitation Councilor

o   Lloyd Dunnavant, VRCBVI Program Recruitment & Outreach Specialist (804)371-3204        

 

·      Virginia Voice

Save the date September 18 4:30-7:00pm at James River Cellars Winery to celebrate 47 years of creating access to print materials, arts, and culture fir individuals with blindness and other disabilities. For more information check out our website …. Virginia Voice
 

·      Vision Serve Alliance

An Aging and Vision Loss Revolution Webinar (Open to All)—August 13, 3 pm EDT. Join us for this webinar focused on advancing age-inclusive and accessible practices across systems that serve older adults and individuals with vision loss. We willexplore actionable strategies and real-world examples to promote equity, dignity, and independence through inclusive program design, policy development, and service delivery. Carlie Rhoads and Pris Rogers, Aging and Vision Loss National Coalition (AVLNC) Co-Chairs, bring extensive experience in aging services and disability advocacy and will share insights from their work at the intersection of aging and accessibility, highlight innovative approaches, and provide guidance on how organizations can better meet the needs of older adults with vision loss. Learn more and register today.
 

·      Metropolitan Washington Ear ………Offers Technology Training

Independent Living Skills Training for information about the below ILS training options, call the MWE office at (301) 681-6636.

o   Mobility and White Cane Training

o   Braille Instruction

o   Technology Training

Tech Corner
·      Vispero (Freedom Scientific)
Empowering Independence with Technology

Freedom Scientific is the largest worldwide manufacturer of assistive technology products for blind and low vision individuals. Freedom Scientific is the only company with a complete line of products for those with vision impairments. All our products are tested and guaranteed to work together. For over 20 years, we have helped people in over 70 countries using 24 languages achieve their professional and personal goals.

 

 Freedom Scientific offers free training on JAWS, ZoomText, and Fusion—includes webinars, videos, and downloadable guides.

ACB Resources
Community Events

·       ACB-Community-Events+subscribe@acblists.org.

·      Read expectations for participating in ACB Community events
·      Access community podcasts
·      Join our ACB Community Facebook group
·      Access the Community Support Committee
·      Join the ACB Club on Clubhouse
 

Vision and Eye Health 

Awareness Calendar
 

August: 
· Children's Eye Health and Safety Month
· Cataract Awareness Month
 

 

If you have a submission you would like to add please

send an email to communications@acbva.org
 

ACBVA Website                   Facebook                  YouTube
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